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It seems to me that we should press 
Gibraltar for a decision which will prevent 
families being broken up as they are being 
broken up at present. There are samples 
in 88905/3/44. For instance, Mrs.Benitez 
(175), whose case is still under 
correspondence; Mr. Raphael Lopez (151) 
and (103B), whose wife and two children 
have been moved to Northern Ireland as 
eligible for repatriation on their red cards 
He cannot join them; Gregorio Povedar (150) J 
similar to above, and the cases mentioned 
by Mr. Newcome Wright at (102). 


It may be that under a decision that 
such families should be accepted for 
repatriation, some Spaniards would get into 
Gibraltar. It may also be strictly 
correct that where a Gibraltarian woman has 
married a Spanish national, she has become 
a Spaniard and should therefore be 
provided for outside Gibraltar, but where 
such women and their children have in fact 
been issued red cards and have been moved 
to Northern Ireland, and probably in some 
cases already back to Gibraltar, it seems 
hard to maintain this line. 


This seems to me the most urgent 
question. The question of what should be 


done with undoubted and unmixed Spanish 
family units who have never been given 


red 


red cards and who are all together seems to be of 


less urgency. 
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You will see that the Foreign Office 
is considering 


(a) the removal of the Spaniards from 
Gibraltar; 

(>) the removal of the Spaniards from 
this country; 

(c) the possibility of further refugees 
as a result of further disturbances 
in Spain. 


As regards (c) I don't think we can 
do more at present than has been done, 
i.e. warn the Refugees Dept. of the Foreign 
Office that the Governor thinks the problem 
may arise. The only practical way of 
dealing with it if it does arise and if 
things are so bad they it is not possible 
in common humanity to stop people coming 
into Gibraltar, is to have ships ready to 
take them somewhere else. We cannot, of 
course, do that until there are some more 
immediate symptoms. 


On this point we might reply to the 
Governor as in dreft. 


As regards the Spaniards in this 
country, I think that we should start now 
to agree with the Governor the names of 
those who can be scheduled for ultimate 
repatriation to Gibraltar and for permission 
to establish themselves in Gibraltar. The 
Governor has already agreed with the 
Governor of Jamaica to accept some of the 
Spaniards from Jamaica into Gibraltar. We 
do not know on what basis. 


On this point we might write to the 
Governor as in draft herewith. 


As 


As regards the tendency here to write down 
the chances of disorder in Spain, it seems to me that 
it is as well to be prepared for the worst. 

Moreover, they must have a good idea in Gibraltar 

of what is going on, and Mr. Norton-Amor, for 
instance, told me as a fact that certain Spanish @ 
families had already made their arrangements to 

move into Gibraltar when the trouble starteds. 
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Sir Afs Dawe. 


There seem to be three problems dealt with 
on this file, and I think it would be useful to have 
them disentangled at some convenient opportunity. 
They are: 


(a) the Governor's enquiry at (5) about the 
policy to be adopted by the Gibraltar Government 
with regard to political refugees, in the event of 
further troubles in Spain; 


(b)* the question of the ultimate return of the 
Spanish nationals, formerly in Gibraltar, who are at 
present in this country; 


(ec) the disposal of the Spanish nationals, 
numbering 473, who are at present in Gibraltar. 


As regards (a) the Foreign Office were 
consulted and gave us the reply at (26). No 
action was, however, taken on this letter and I am 
inclined to think that it would be inadvisable to 
adopt Mr. Miles's suggestion that we should try to 
get off a reply to the Governor before he comes to 
this country. I would prefer to hold up the 
matter further and,in the meantime,to obtain from the 
Foreign Office confirmation that the position remains 
as stated in (26). 


As regards (b) it is clear that this is a 
question which should be considered by the 
Commissioner, when he is appointed. My own feeling 
is that we ought to go very slow about these 
Spaniards as there will be severe criticism if we 
send them back to Gibraltar ahead of the 
Gibraltarians. 


As regards (c) the Governor has recently 
returned to the charge in (26). The Foreign Office 
are doing what they can to find somewhere for them 
and the latest position is explained in Mr. Miles's 
minute above. I think that it would be as well 


{to 


to write again at this stage to the Foreign, 
Office emphasising the urgency of finding a 
decision on this question and I think that 
we might do this at once, leaving any 
communication to the Governor to be made 
when he reaches this country. 


fey! 
SVG 
15th January, 1945. 


Sir George Gater. 


In view of the Governor's 
impending visit, you may care to glance 
at this. Mr. Luke's minute sets out the 
points clearly: and I agree with his 
Suggestions for handling them. 


? Proceed accordingly. 
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There are in Gibraltar at the present time some 
470 Spanish political refugees, most of whom came to 
the Colony about 1937 during the Spanish civil re 
Their presence in the Colony is causing a good dea 
of discontent, in view of the fact that there is 
a large number of Gibraltarian evacuees now in 
Northern Ireland who are unable to return owing to 
lack of accommodation. The Governor is now in this 
country and is pressing us very strongly to find an 
alternative hom for these Spaniards. We took up 
the matter with the Foreign Office, whose views are: 
at (51). 


You will see that the Foreign Office suggestion 
is that these people should be settled, at least 
temporarily, in some other British Colonial territory. 
Ido not myself feel that this is a very happy 
suggestion. We have quite recently moved a number 
of similar refugees from Jamaica, and there seemed 
to be objections to filling up the Jamaica camp with 
another party of the same sort of people. Cyprus 
might appear to be a suitable choice, as providing 
the Mediterranean background, but in the present 
political condition in that Colony the introduction 
of these Spaniards would appear to be open to strong 
objection. 


Je shall be grateful f@ any suggestion you may 
have, but prime facie I am inclined to think that we 
had better tell the Foreign Office thet we do not 
regard transfer to Colonial territory ss an advisable 
solution to this problem, and that it would be 
preferable thst they should explore possibilities in 
Buenos Aires or Mexico in accordance with a suggestion 
in paragraph 6 of Mr. Memson's letter. 
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Foreign Office at (26). The Governor was 
not much disturbed at the somewhat vague 
attitude adopted by the Foreign Office, 

as he was quite cl at in view of 
defence responsibili id of the 
shortage of accommodation in the Colony, 
it would be essential to close the gates 
on any would be refugees. 
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I agree that we can leave the negotiation 
with Venezuela to the Foreign Office; the file 
might be brought up in 14 days to enquire from 
Mr. Mason what the position is. 

I should be inclined not to take any @ 
action with regard to the Gibraltarians until 
we see the outcome of the proposals for the 


disposal of the Spaniards. It may be clearer then 
also to what extent the Gibraltarians are prepared 


to consider opportunities for emigration. 


fey L 
5th March, 1945. 
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Luke. 


This is clearly going to be very difficult. I 
have had a word with Mr. Mason about 43 and we agreed 
that I should send it over to him without much comment 
and let him have e chance of seeing it and letting us 
know his reaction, 

) 
Aan fiSe% | The question of finance has been raised. I don't 
ape | / think we need «& r. @is at the moment. I think, 

/ myself, that unless some international organisation is 
willing to help on the fod%ting that these stateless 
people should not fall on Gibraltar, the cost must 
fall on the Gibraltar Government. There%s no reason 
why it should fall on the British tax-payer. The cost 
will be the passages and possibly some cash advance 
and clothing in preparation for emigration to Venezuela. 


We must, I think, make an effort to get all these 
families reunited and to send them all to Venezuela, 
they~are going there.« 


We must also, I think, as soon as pos 
give the Governor something that he can publish 
showing the arrangements that are to be made. 
Probably, if this is done, a number of the 
Spaniards will disappear and the problem will 
be eased to that extent. 


I can't help feeling that Gibraltar has 
been a little casual about this. We gathered 
that there were some 470 Spaniards to be 
removed. It now turns out that there are 461 
Spanish men, apparently not really political 
refugees at all, with wives and families all 
over the place. The resulting number, from the 
point of view of emigration has not yet been 
determined, and the Gibraltar Government 
apparently do not propose to discover it 
except in regard to families at La Linea. I 
think we must ask the Governor to ascertain the 
full number, including families everywhere, and 
I think we might also send a telegram as in 
draft to make sure that Sir Findlater Stewart 
is brought into this problem, 
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I sew Mr. Mason today. He asked for a 
telegrem to be sent at once to Gibraltar asking for 
information regarding the families of all the men 
in the list below (43). This telegrem has been 
sent. Mr. Mason seid that his next step would be to 
approach the Inter-Governmentsl Committee, and s 
this he would do st once. If they accepted 
responsibility, the question of finance would be 
settled. If they did not accept responsibility, the 
guestion would erise for discussion. We both felt 
that #* would probsbly have to fall on the 
jibrealter Government. 


In either case Mr. Mason felt that, spart from 
settling with Venezuela end meking arrangements for 
transport, the American gud Spanish Governments 
would have to be informed. He estimated that 
negotistions would now take something in the 
neighbourhood of two months. As regards femilies 
asccompsnying the men in the list, he egreed that it 
rth -ke very desirable that all these Pamilies 
should be reunited and should go to Venezuels 
together. Difficulties might arise, however, in 
regard to those who were not in or nesr Gibraltar. 
I raised the possibility of some public statement 


being made in Gibreltear of the Government's 
intentions so thet possibly some of these men at 
least might find ways of rejoining their families 
without waiting for compulsory removel. Mr. Mason 
felt, however, that it would be premature to meke any 
statement at the moment, perticularly as it might 
attrect the ettention of the Spanish Government. 


Mr. Meson will keep us informed of the result 
of his sction and there seems nothing we can do 
here at the moment. 


But I think that we should ask the Governor, 
assuming thet arrengements can be mede for 
emigration to Venezuela, under whet powers he would 
act in compelling the Spaniards to leave Gibreltar 
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lr. Luke and I met Mr, Paul Mason ad Sir Herbert Berson 
on 19/4. and thefosition was discussed. Sir Herhert Emerson 
pointed opt certain difficulties from the point of view of the 
inter-Govermmental Committee on Refugees. He will be g 
replying to 47 and we shall get a copy of the reply. The 
main point=that emerged from the discussion was the high 
percentage of Spaniards shown in the list below 43 who have 
their families in La Linea and in other arts of Spain. Many of 
these went to Gibraltar in 1936 and are employed in skilled 
trades in Gibraltar. It was felt that the Foreign Office should 
first make an approach to Madrid to discover whether the 
Spanish Government wouldgggps agree to let these people return to 
Spain, letting by-gones be by-gones. If the Spanish Government 
were willing to do so it was felt that the happiest solution 
would be for these Spaniards to return to Spain; as most of 
them have their families there already, it was not felt that 
there would be any real difficulty, Those who were unwilling to 
do so would then have to be dealt with by compulsory migration 
in some form. But it was not felt that the question of 
compulsory migration could usefully be tackled until the 
question of the return to Spain had been cleared up. Mr. Mason 
will take up the matter through the Foreign CH, with Madrid 
and we shall be informed of progress. cfc 
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Miss Fisher. 


I think that we ought to bring the 
Gibraltar Government into the picture at this stage. 
I have, in a personal letter, told lire. Stanley 
something of what is happening but I think it would 
be helpful to them to know what action is being done. 


Would you find out from the Refugee 
Department of the Foreign Office her there would 
be any objection to my sending copies of (47) and 
(50) to the Colonial Secretary in Gibrattar. ri 
they see no objection perhaps you would write to 
Mr. Stanley in my absence with reference to the 

Savingram 


savingram at (48) sending him the Foreign 
Office correspondencee 
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Mr. Stanley and I went over to the Foreign 
Office today to discuss with Mre Mason and a 
representative of the Western Department the general 
problem of the 470 Spanish refugees in Gibraltar. 


It was agreed that no further action is 

possible until the final reply from Madrid is 

| received. We shall then presumably know how we 
stand in relation to the Spanish Government, whether 
they are prepared to give assurances in respect of 
these refugees or whether they are not; in any case 
we shall then be in a position to take further 
action. If the reply from Madrid is favourable, we 
thought that the next step would be to make this 
known to the Spaniards concerned and to tell them 
that, if they are not prepared to take advantage of 
it, it will be necessary for the British authorities 
to arrange for their transfer elsewhere. Before 
this statement could be made, however, it would be 
necessary to make sure that we could in fact give 
effect to it, and it would be necessary for the 
Foreign Office to take up with the Ambassador in 
Caracas the question of the possibilities of 
settlement in Venezuela. At the same time the 
Foreign Office would take up the matter with the 
Inter-governmental Committee on Refugees, with a 
view to persuading them to undertake the operation. 
If the reply from Madrid was unfavourable, the 
Foreign Office would similarly take up the matter 
with Venezuela and the Inter—governmental Committee 
with a view to arranging for the transfer of the 
refugeese 


Mr. Mason said that, as soon as a further 
reply was received from Madrid, he would take up the 


2 matter 


matter further with us. Bring up one month. 
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20th July, 1945- 
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At (57) the Governor evinces alarm at 
thd sharp Spanish reaction to republican 
V.Day manifestations by the Spanish 


refugees in the Colony. (58) carries the 


story 


| story further. the Spanish Consul-General has hinted 
at the possibility of withdrawing recently increased 

| facilities of access to the Campo and of restrictions 
on the entry of Spanish labour into Gibraltar. For 

| these reasons, coupled with Gibraltarians' feelings 

| about Spaniards taking up accommodation, the ) 

| Governor is increasingly anxious to get rid of the 

| refugees and asks us to press on with the Venezuela 
plan. 


At present we are still awaitingAthe promised 
list of refugees who can not seturn Cetei Meavia> 
I very much doubt whether this is likely to materialize 
in the immediate future. I am myself inclined to 
suspect that the Governor is unnecessarily perturbed 
by Spanish reactions to the refugees’ behaviour: it 
is surely the last moment at which sanctions are 
likely to be applied. 


I have suggested on another file that the 
Western Department of the Foreign Office might be 
consulted about the prospects of improvement in the 
refugee situation in the more remote future. If 
there seems any chance of this the Governor might 
hold on; but if not we must first try to encourage 
the Foreign Office to expedite the arrival of the 
Madrid list and then go ahead with the inter- 
governmental Committee on refugees. e, 

MU any /ighw , 


14.9.45 
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I agree with Miss Fisher in feeling that the 
Governor of Gibraltar is perhaps unduly disturbed at 
the possibilities of action by the Spanish authorities. 
I do not feel, in general, that the Spanish 
Government is at present in any position to 
action against British interests. Neverthele 
these incidents do strengthen the case for disposing 
of these Spanish refugees as soon as possible and I 
suggest that we should send copies of (5 (57) and 
(58 to the Foreign Office expressing the hope that 
we shall be able to get a decision in this matter 


very 
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Ascussion with Goveraed. 


Miss Fisher. 


I should be grateful if you would 
arrange for a conference at the Foreign 
Office, in which General Eastwood could take 
part, on the following subjects:— 


(a) The Spanish refugees in Gibraltar. 


(b) The question whether the Spanish 
Government would agree to making 
available some of the neutral 
ground on their side of the 
frontier for sports facilities 
such as a@ race coursée 


As 


As regards (a) the relevant papers are 
abbeeheds ys fl. 


As regards (b) we have not hitherto had 
any correspondence on this subject, but the 

Governor has explained to me that the problem is as 
follows. As you know, before the war there was a 
substantial area of so-called neutral ground 
immediately to the North of the North face of the 
Rocke When the war came, the British authorities 
quietly took over half the neutral ground for the 

air port; the Spaniards, on the other hand, filled 
up their half of the neutral ground with defensive 
works, and there the position remains. This has a 
most unfortunate effect on the wellbeing of the civil 
population, as the British half of the neutral ground 
was occupied before the war by football grounds, race 
course, etc. There is no outlet now for recreation 
or exercise for the civil population and 

General Eastwood is much concerned at the position. 


What he wants to propose is that the Spanish 
authorities should be persuaded to lease some of their 
part of the neutral ground. for use for the 

recreation of the Gibraltarian civil population. 


The best course will be to arrange this 
meeting when General Eastwood returns from Scotland 
in the week after next. It should presumably be at 
a fairly high level, and you will no doubt arrange 
that both Mr. Martin and yourself should accompany 
General Eastwood. I suggest that the best course 
might be for Mr. Martin to write to the appropriate 
Assistant Under Secretary of State at the Foreign 
Office to suggest the holding of the meeting. 


LL 


6th October, 1945. 
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DRAFT AND RECORD 
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For Miss Fisher's signature. 


a 


Dear ir, ee ge | promeerd 7A Ile hove, 
ow 


I’ enclo fs copy of the most recent 


ie 
deepatch from the Governor of Gibralta 


the subjett of the Spa 


powiecei—se—tte teleptiome, I see that it 


is to Sir Victor Mallet, as you surmised, 


copy has already gone; and. that 
the Governor 
he had promised/to addresexk the Foreign 


, 
Office with his recomumendations# am not 
eee troubling you with the various enclosures 
to the xftmyxxnx deppatch, since their 
content is,I think adequately sume 


marised in the despatch itself. 


I need not remind you that it 
To 


pan) Henderson fae is getting on for three months since 


ie wey f, thie peculiarly tiresome problem was 


/discussed 


(4264A] We. 11439/415 50m. 5/45 C.N.Ld, 148 
clove laced 


at the Foreign Office during the Governor's visit 

and that every week that pasces appears to 

intensify his feelings on the subject. Potitetd 

le a favourable answer could be extrasted from the 
in the near future 

Americans/that would at least convince him that we 

were progressing in the right direction,al think 


it ig quite-:clear that the refugees realiy are 


‘remely embarraseing to all concerned; and 


may well become more so if, we cannot find some means 


of disposing of them socom, [year er 


GIBRALTAR, 


\3 December, 1945. 


Sir, = 


I have the honour to refer to correspondence 


“j ending with my Secret despatch No.79 of the 23rd of 


August on the subject of the Spanish refugees in Gibraltar 
and to inform you that I have recently had an opportunity 
of discussing this matter with His Majesty's Ambassador 

in Madrid,who paid an informal visit to Gibraltar at my 
invitation from the 7th to the 9th December. 


2. It will, be peeatled that this matter was dis- 
cussed at the Colonial Office during iny visit to the 
United Kingdom last October and that an interview took 
place at the Foreign Office, at which Mr.Martin and 
Miss Fisher were present with me, with Mr.Hoyar-Millar and 
Mr.I.L.Henderson, At that interview it was explained 
by Mr.Henderson that the Foreign Office was awaiting from 
Madrid a list of those refugees who could in no circum- 
stances return to Spain and that pending receipt of 
these particulars no official approach had been made to 
the Governments of Mexico and Venezuela who, it was 
thought, might be prepared to accept the refugees. The 
possibility of disposal to France was also mentioned. 


3. I have now received a copy of a letter, dated 
the 9th November, addressed by Mr.C.Bramwell of the 
British Embassy, Madrid, to Mr.Henderson, in which it is 
stated that the Embassy have ascertained orally from the 
Spanish Ministry of Foreign Affairs that a list of 50 
Spaniards against whom it is probable that no proceedings 
would be taken were they to return to Spain has been com- 
municated to the Spanish Consul-General in Gibraltar. The 
letter adds that the Ministry are unable to draw up a 
longer list until all the refugees concerned have made 

application 


THE RIGHT HONOURABLE 


EO 


I 
R 
e 


HENRY HALL, P.C., M.P.;5 
etc. 


Re 


application to the Spanish Consul-General since, in order 

to draw up such a list, they need the details of each man's 

past ,which in many cases are lacking. A copy of this _gncl.l> — 
letter is enclosed, 


4. As matters stand a deadlock appears to have been 
reached since the Foreign Office apparently take the view 
that they must have definite information as to the number 
of refugees who will or will not be received in Spain before 
they approach the Venezuelan or other Governments; this 
information cannot be furnished until the refugees themselves 
make application to the Spanish Consul-General in Gibraltar; 
and the only way in which the Spanish refugees in Gibraltar 
could be persuaded to make such application would be if they 
were told that unless they returned to Spain within a fixed 
period they would be evacuated to some other territory. I 
think it probable that many of these refugees, if faced with 
the alternatives of returning to Spain or being obliged to 
go to Venezuela, would choose the former, put unless I am in 
a position to put these alternatives clearly before them it 
is certain that they will take no step to leave Gibraltar. 

If a solution is to be reached it would seem therefore that 
the only course is for the Secretary or State for Foreign 
Affairs to request His Majesty's representatives in Venezuela 
and/or any other countries where it is thought these refugees 
might be welcomed with a view to obtaining assurances that 
they would be received, Sir Victor Mallet agreed that this 
was the only course likely to lead to effective action and 
has undertaken to address the Foreign Office with his recom- 
mendations. I have therefore sent him a copy of this despatch. 
The Ambassador, to whom I have explained the difficulties 
arising out of the continued presence here of the Spanish 
refugees, also agreed with me that the situation which their 
presence created was serious and likely to deteriorate. 


Se The reasons which make it urgent that these Spanish 
refugees should be removed from Gibraltar have been fully 
discussed in previous correspondence but it may be convenient 
if I summarise them again, including certain fresh consider- 
ations which have aggravated the already serious nature of 


this problem:- 
(1) 


5 


(1) the revolutionary and totalitarian doctrines 
which are favoured by the more extreme menbers 
of this community, even if they have not 
actively encouraged, have done nothing to 
diminish the communistic activities of a 
certain section of politically minded Gibral- 
tarians. I have recently received evidence of 
communistic activity among this section in the 
form of a publication entitled "Estrella Roja" 
(Red Star) - a cyclostyled document containing 
articles attacking the system of Government in 
Gibraltar and supporting the activities of the 
Association for the Advancement of Civil Rights. 
I attach translations of relevant extracts from 
these articles which, though not of a highly 
inflammatory character, are undoubtedly features 
of an insidious campaizn which is being con- 
ducted by the more extreme members of the 
Association with a view to obtaining political 
power by totalitarian methods and which has led 
to so much public restlessness and dissatis-— 
faction; 


by the respectable majority the presence of 
these Spanish refugees in Gibraltar is greatly 
resented because of their occupation of accommo- 
dation which would otherwise be available for 
evacuated Gibraltarians who are unable to 

return owing to lack of housing. Their presence 
here also retards the process of relieving the 
gross overcrowding which has been the subject 

of protest not only by the local Medical 
authorities but by your Medical Adviser; 


the presence of these refugees is a poison spot 
in local relations between Gibraltar and the 
neighbouring Spanish authorities. In my above 
mentioned Secret despatch I drew attention to 
the protests which had been made to me by the 
Spanish 


4, 


Spanish Consul-General in regard to certain e 
demonstrations which took place in May and 
August this year, I there drew attention 
to the dependence of Gibraltar on Spain for 
certain essential services, supplies and 
amenities (this subject was developed in a 
memorandum, of which for facility of reference 
,I attach a copy, forwarded to you with my third 
“personal note of the 2lst September, 1945), 
Some of the fears which I then felt regarding 
the continued presence here of the political 
refugees are already in process of realisation. 
I recently re-opened with General Buruaga, 
Military Governor of the Campo de Gibraltar, 
the question of the utilisation of the Spanish 
Neutral Ground for the purposes of recreation - 
a matter which was discussed at the Colonial 
Office during my last visit to the United 
Kingdom, General Buruaga assured me that he 
would personally be only too ready to facili- 
tate an arrangement of this sort, but that as 
long as Gibraltar continued to harbour political 
refugees who were regarded in Spain as a focus 
of subversive activity it would be quite 
impossible for him to contemplate a step of 
this nature. Another more immediate and vital 
effect of the general attitude of the Spanish 
authorities towards Gibraltar has been the 
prohibition of facilities whereby Gibraltarians 
have hitherto been permitted to send motor 
lorries into the Provinces of Cadiz and Malaga 
for the collection of fresh vegetables from 
wholesalers in those districts; this prohibition 
has made it necessary to rely upon reduced and 
more expensive supplies brought by Spanish 
transporters to La Linea. I am hoping to obtain 
a restoration of the facilities formerly enjoyed 
but it is by no means certain that I shall be 
successful in so doing. Meanwhile the effect 
upon the health and the economy of the Colony 
may 


may well be serious, 


6. I do not wish to labour this matter, which has 
formed the subject of so many communications to you since my 
first arrival in Gibraltar. I am well aware of the sympa- 
thetic attitude which you and your predecessor have displayed 
towards this difficult problem but I feel bound to represent 
in the strongest possible terms my hope that the Foreign 
Office may be moved to take some urgent action towards its 
solution, 


I have the honour to be, 
Sir, 
Your most obedient, 
humble servant, 


/ 


tan 
WL) 


Lieftenant-General 
and Governor, 


Copy for Colonial Secretary 
Gibraltar. 


BRITISH EMBASSY, 
MADRID. 


9th November, 1945, 


Dear Henderson, 


Please refer to my letter of 10th October about the 
proposed return to Spain of the Spanish refugees in Gibraltar. 


Re We have now ascertained orally from Satorres at the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs that a list of 50 Spaniards 
against whom it is probable that no proceedings would be taken 
were they to return to Spain, has been communicated to the 
Spanish Consul-General in Gibraltar. They are unable to draw 
up a longer list until all the refugees concerned have made 
application to the Spanish Consul, the reason being that in 
order to draw up such a list they need the details of each 
man's past which have to be provided when application is made 
and which in many cases they are at present lacking. 


The Ministry point out, however, that 
guarantee can be given of exemption from legal procee= 
even to those on the list of 50 referred to above, un- 
they also put their application through the ordinary 
channels; (b) the normal procedure provides an effective 
guarantee in that if it is found after a refugee returns to 
Spain that there is something against him after all, he will 
be allowed to return to whence he came without any action being 
being taken against him; (c) the arrangements made for 
dealing with applications have been perfected so that the 
delay between the application being made and a decision being 
reached is at the most three weeks. 


I am sending a copy of this letter to the Colonial 
Secretary at Gibraltar, 


Yours ever, 


(Sd).C.Bramwell, 


Enel.2, 


TRANSLATION OF APPENDIX V. 


THE COMMUNIST PARTY AND THE TRADE UNION POSITION. 


In these difficult or confused times, characteristic of 
the War which has just ended, it is the concern of our Party to 
examine carefully the local aspect with coolness and a spirit 
of criticism, outlining the positive factors of. our’ work as 
well as the failings and dangers with the object ofidefining 
properly. the direction in which our:efforts musti be aimed to 
correct the situation. 3s 


We wish to refer to the position of the local labour 
movement and the part that Communists must take in this situ- 
ation. The circumstances through which the working classes in 
Gibraltar are passing call for the creation of a strong and 
united Trade Union that may start the struggle for our claims. 
Only through a strong labour organisation can the working 
classes present the Authorities with a scheme of social im- 
provements such as, Workmen's Compensation: 01d age pension: 
a decent living wage: better health services and free medical 
assistante: this as a minimum programme. 


Now then, is there in Gibraltar a labour organisation 
capable of starting this struggle? The answer is very simple 
NO! There never existed in Gibraltar a strong and united Trade 
Union. There is a Trade Union of negative value whose 
leaders have cheated the workers one and a thousand times, 
divorcing themselves from the people to become the servants of 
Capitalism, interested naturally in preventing the working 
Classes from uniting. Today, the sole mention of that Trade 
Union is sufficient to keep the workers away. 


We know that the Organization of masses, A.A.C.R., 
in its programme the creation of a Trade Union, What have been 
our reactions to this new situation? Have we attacked this 
problem firmly? The answer is once more NO! We have not 
given all our love and attention to a matter of such importance 
as it merits. We know how to put more live and activity into 
our undertakings. The position of the Party and the under- 
standing of the Communists is a decisive element. Nomeof us 
should stand by before the new situation with folded arms. 


§ 1 hall be capable o olving the new situation as 
Het tt ees PE fnew fiow 8 adap ourselves £0 each new 


situation 


situation because the party does not lose sight of the 
People. It knows that when necessary the workers of this city 
know how, to unite and‘use their energies. eo 


Therefore, if:it is true that we wish: to be worthy of the 
title "vanguardists" of theiworking class, it is necesSary that we 
place allvour love: and activity in the establishing of the new 
Trade Union so that Gibraltar: may marchiin tune-with the. workers 
of the World. 


Extract from WORLD ECHOES. 


Harsh reality confirms once more the perverse 
intention which predominates in the system of Government 
which rules the destinies of the Gibraltarian community. The 
economic difficulties which are being suffered at present 
by the working class are the result of the inefficiency of 
certain local officials who continue to believe that 
Gibraltar must be governed by an autocratic system. 

The arbitrariness imposed by the unalterable law that might 
is right is faithfully reflected in the Government structure 
of this Colony. 


Extract from RESURRECTION. 


eene 


Let us too, Gibraltarian Comrades, show the whole 
world that we possess a high degree of culture and that we have 
the same capabilities as others to continue our struggle for 
the emancipation of humanity by fulfilling all the duties 
which we may be given by our leaders in order to avoid that 
the nations may once again become the victims of Nazism. 


Do not forget, Comrades, that in Gibraltar we have 
many enemies who are hidden and protected by the capitalist 
system under which we unfortunately see ourselves today 
obliged to live and do not forget that if we do not beware 
they will make us feel all the weight of their anger. What we 
must therefore acquire is a sense of our duty and that is to 
end for ever this meee of locusts which will try by every 
means in their power to destroy our crops. Once this exter- 
mination is accomplished we shall have the satisfaction of 

knowing 


knowing that our Party in Gibraltar has accomplished its mission, 

the mission of sowing the ideal of our Party so that the fruits of 
the crop may be harvested by our children; it is they who will be 
the generation of tomorrow and we will thus have a Gibraltar which 
will be more advanced and progressive, where men will be respected 


and where the predominating Tractors will be equality, 


justice and 
culture. 


Encl.3, 
MEMORANDUM NO.1. 


Dependence of Gibraltar upon Spain for certain essential 
Services, Supplies and Amenities. 


Gibraltar is dependent upon Spain for certain essential 
services, supplies and amenities. Without these services it is 
not too much to say that the economic life of the Colony would 
be disrupted. 


(1) Services. The last returns of employed personnel fur- 
nished by the Controller of Manpower show that of 17,858 
civilians gainfully employed in the Colony 10,790 were Spaniards 
or other aliens and only 6,795 were British subjects, including 
persons normally resident in the United Kingdom. The majority 
of the aliens are Spaniards who enter Gibraltar daily. Over 
2,000 of these are employed in the Dockyard and over 1,000 by the 
War Department. Over 500 are employed by the City Council, some 
of them on essential public services. All except 5 of the 109 
bakers and assistant bakes are aliens. All the carpenters, 
engine drivers, tailors, shoe makers, lorry drivers, mechanics, 
photographers, plumbers and printers are non-Gibraltarian, 

Nearly all the domestic servants are Spaniards. There is hardly 
an occupation in the Colony in which Spaniards are not represented 


(2) Supplies. Gibraltar is dependent upon Spain for supplies 
of fresh fruit, vegetables and, with the exception of very small 
quantities caught by Gibraltarians, of fresh fish. If these 
commodities were not available from Spain they would mMve to be 
imported, in some cases at considerably increased cost. 


(3) Amenities. Gibraltar with its highly congested and over-= 
crowded conditions provides the public with very few facilities 
for games and recreation. Arrangements have recently been made 
with the General Commanding the Campo de Gibraltar for Gibral- 
tarians to visit eertain bathing beaches in Spain. The Spanish 
authorities have also recently agreed to an extension of the 
hours for the opening of the frontier, which enables Gibraltarians 
to visit friends in La Linea and return any hour up to 12.45 a.m, 


Re The question of territorial waters is an old one. There 
has always been a friendly understanding whereunder no protest 


has been made against the anchoring of British vessels in Spanish 
waters. Without such anchoring the use of the roadstead would 


be 


be severely restricted. 


3. It is probably true that if Gibraltar derives advantages 
from Spain the neighbourhood of La Linea equally derives benefit 
from the employment provided in Gibraltar. But whereas it would 
not be impossible for the neighbouring Spaniards to seek 
employment in other parts of Spain, there is no other source from 
which Gibraltar could recruit its labour, since even if labour 
could be brought from overseas there is no accommodation on the 
Rock in which they could be housed. These considerations have 
always been regarded as making it desirable, if not essential, 
that good relations should be maintained between the Government 
of Gibraltar and the neighbouring Spanish authorities. It has 
been possible, even during the most critical days of the war, to 
maintain reasonably aniéable relations. Demonstrations of the 
nature recently reported in the Governor's despatch No.49 of the 
24th May and Secret despatch No.79 of the 2drd August are bound 
to have unfavourable reactions upon the Spanish authorities, 
and in making his protest against the demonstration held on the 
16th August, the Consul General said that the General commanding 
the Campo area had been considerably disturbed and might have to 
consider the withdrawal of faciliti recently made ilable 
to residents of Gibraltar for easier access to the Campo, 
including the use of the bathing beaches. 


wire Yuakar .CoRonied Offic . 


1 _5EC « 
With the Comp'imenta nm 


REIGN OFFICE, S. We te 


Under Seu y ur State 
tor Foreign Atiairg 30th atte 1945 


Noe WR 3392/16/48, gor 


Dear Ww S Tene ex rae 
Sheers 
We propose to ask for the help of the 
Intergovernmental Comaittee on Refugees in the 
following matter but, before doing so, feel that we 
ought to obtain your Views since operational 
expenditure will be involved, 


At various times since the beginning of the 
Spanish Civil Wer, Spanish Republican refugees have 
found refuge in Gibraltar and the number at present 
there is 487. The question of their future has now 
become urgent since many Gibraltarians evacuated in 
the earlier part of the war are now in the United 
Kingdom and the problem of their repatriation i3 an 
actual ones Conditions in Gibraltar are so congested 
‘thet every_dinch of spsce will be required if these 
Gibraltarians are to return homtand the Governor 
feels, therefore, thet he has no option but to seek 
the removal of the Spanish refugees. 


We have been Considering what could be done to 
find alternative accommodation for these Spanierds 
and, after ascertaining that there was no possibility 
of sending them elsewhere in British colonial territory, 
we beran to look for possible places of settlement 
abroad. There Wes some reason to think that the 
Venezuclen Goverumeat were ready to agree to the entry 
of Suitable refugees and that, they micht not refuse 
political refugees from Spaing We therefore consulted 
our Ambassador st Caracas, who agreed that it might 


ir. Richard A. Johnson, be/ 
United States Eubassy, 
1, Grosvenor Square, 


be worth while approaching the Venezuelan Governuente 
Before doing so, we thought it best to obtain Bnerson's 
opinion whether the fate of these refugees was likely 
to be a matter of concern to the Intergovernmental 
Comaittee and whether the Committee would sish to take 
@ hand in, or event to be responsible for, their 
transfer from Gibraltar. 


Emerson replied thet, on the information available, 
it seemed that some et reie of these refugees 
cane Within the Comuittee’s mandate although the 
position was mot clear in regard to all of them, He 
proposed that the position Should be clarified by 
reference to the Spenish Government and that so fer 
es these Spaniards could return to Spein under 
satisfectory assurances of their liberty end safety, 
they Should have the opportuaity of Going so before 
they were constrained to leave Cibralter ‘or distant 
countries. We thereupon esked our Madrid Bubsssy to 
take up the matter end now learn that the Spanish 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs have sent to the Spenish 
Consul-General at Gibraltar « list of fifty Spaniards 
against whom it is probable that no proceedings 
would be taken were they to return to Spain. The 
Spanish authorities say that they cannot draw up a 
longer list until all refucees concerned have applied 
to the Spanish Consul-—Ceneral because they need the 
outline of every man's past which is at present 
lacking in many instances. The Spanish authorities 
say further that (a) no guarantee can be given of 
exemption from legal proceedings even to those on this 
list of fifty unless they also apply through the 
ordinary channels, (b) the normel procedure provides an - 
effec ive guarantee in that, if it is found after e 
refugee returns to Spain that there is something 
ageinst him after all, he will be allowed to returm 
whence he came without any sction being taken against 


hia/ 


him end (¢) the arrangements made for dealing with 
applications heve been perfected 30 that the delay 
between the application being made and the decision 
being reached is, at the most, three weeks. 


Ia our view, this puts the Governor of Gibraltar 
in a position where he can encourage these Spaniards 
to epply to the Spanish Consul-General in Gibraltar 
for permission to return to Spain end to add at his 
discretion that he cannot keep them in Gibraltar and 
that those who cannot or will not return to Spain will 
have to be sent elsewhere. In General Zestwood's view, 
if he takes this line, a large nusber of these exiles 

_ May choose to return to Spain. The question remains 
how we Should deal with the residue, 


As stated above, Emerson would not be indisposed 
to consider intervention on their behalf by the 1.0.C. 
Moreover, you know our general view that the 1.6.6. 
should not operate in favour of sny ref ugees unless 
ené until it hes been clearly established that they are 
not repatpiable: that condition, I think, can be 
regarded eS satisfies in respect of the resid 
Spaniards at Cibralter if the course descr ebove 
is followed. Since the watter of finding secomaodation 
at Gibraltar for returning Gibraltarian evacuees is 
very pressing, I Should be grateful if you could let 
me know a3 Soon as you can the views of your authorities 
on our proposal that the I.6.C, should be asked to 
intervene in favour of the non-repatriable residue when 
its composition has been ascertained, I assume thet, 
es in the case of the Spemish exiles in Portugal, 
expenditure by the Committee would be limited to paying 
the cost of transportation fron Cibraltar to the country 
of destination, 


“Yours since 
Gs) Dd. Meekiile © > 


(D. MacKillop) 


man Suet Ciena Then © 
5. NOW ang ELEGRAM / ys 


With thea Como'iments 


ary of Si & 


"HR 3146/16/48. 


[CYPHER] DEPARTMENTAL NO, 1. 
FROM FORGIGN OFFICE TO MADRID 


No. 858, D, 7.20 a.m, 14th November 
= se 1945 
13th November, 1945. 


. 
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al re) Following from Henderson for Bramwell, 
[Begins]. Your letter of LOth October. 


Has Satorres replied to your letter of 
the same date? 


2, Wor your own information presence of 
these Spanish Republican refugees in Gibraltar 
continues to cause Governor considerable 
embarrassment and he is pressing sey for 
our help. - Gibraltarians complain that they 
occupy accommodation which could otherwise be 
used for returning evacuees, and for other 
reasons, 


3, Plans for the disposal of these 
iviag See are being held up by non-receipt of 
the list promised by the 5 anish Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs, le should be glad therefore 
if you would press the matter very strongly 
with Spanish liinistry of Foreign Affairs, 


O.T.P. 


DRAFT AND RECORD “COPY 5) 


i 


' REGISTERED No. Downing Street, 
SF405/2) 6tH November, 195. 


Dear Mre Henderson, 


DRAFT Thank youfor sending us a 


Hf Aas eopy of the Madrid letter on the 
nape_Tisher fy /13- Spanish refugees in Gibraltar. 


os What the "Colonial office 
MR. fecis about the offer in the 

Ministry's pour-mémoire" is,always,— 
pending a further expression of 
views from Gibraltar, quite simple. 
We should like to kmow the names of 
the 100 undesirables apparently 

ENCLOSURES familiar to Senor Muguiro since 

0 SES presumably these are the refugees 
whom it would be impossible to send 
back to Spain3 and in the second 
place since we must presunably cope 
with these 100 in any cirewnastances 
we should like to push on 
arrangements for getting them to 

STRTTEREAGTION Venezuela, Mexico (or France) as the 

(ee eS case might bee I observe that 
Senor Muguiro optimistically thinks 
that General Eastwood was able to 
arrange this while he was in England. 


Apart 


rT. WSO 
gs Boke 


11/44) [3693] Wt. 43090/394 50m, 12/44 C.N.Ld, 748 


+ 


Apart from these 
we must of 
pression of 
opinion from Gibraltar to which 
i seé copies of all the relevant 
documents have been sente 


Yours sincerely, 


® British Embassy, 


merry Madrid. 


(WR 3134/16/48) 
- 


10th October, 1945. 


Veith the Comn'iments 


3 NAV 1045 


Dear Henderson, Me irddsiedd 3 

Please refer to your letter WR 2192/16/48 of 
the 19th September to Bowker regarding the proposed 
return of the Spanish refugees in Gibraltar. 


Other than the pour-mémoire enclosed in our 
despatch No.407 of the 24th July we have had no further 
word from the Ministry on this subject and, Castillo 
having left on transfer to Tangier, we are reverting 
to the matter with the Ministry as in the attached 
letter and will continue to do our best to get the 
list out of them. 


Meanwhile we should like to hear what your 
Department and the Colonial Office feel about the 
offer in the Ministry's pour-mémoire mentioned in the 
preceding paragraph. I suppose some steps will have 
been taken to bring its existence to the notice of 
the refugees but everything depends of course on how 
the guarantees in it would be implemented and if I 
were a refugee myself I should have my doubts. The 
offer will presumably fail altogether to impress the 
hard core of professional agitators among the refugees 
and we can take it that the Spanish Government themselves 
are not so foolish as to think that it would. Short 
of letting its existence be known the offer is also 
I imagine one which the authorities at Gibraltar 
might feel chary about sponsoring or appearing to 
sponsor vis & vis the refugees. I enclose in this 
connection a record by the Ambassador of a conversation 
on the 6th October with Muguiro, the Spanish Consul- 
General at Gibraltar. 


I am copying this letter to the Colonial Secretary 
at Gibraltar. 
Yours sincerely, 
(Signed) H.A.A.Hankey 
for C.Bramwell. 
I.L.Henderson, EsSqe,s 
Foreign Office, 
S.W.1.6 


40th October, 1945. 


My dear Satorres, 


On June 3rd last Senor del Castillo suggested 
to Bowker that the best solution of the problem 
presented by the continued presence in Gibraltar 
of a number of Spanish refugees whom it is 
desired, if possible, to evacuate from the 
Colony, would be for your Ministry to provide 
this Embassy with a list of those refugees who 
would have to undergo judicial proceedings if they 
came back to Spain so that arrangements could be 
made for at least the remainder to return. 


The Embassy would be glad to know whether 
they may expect shortly to receive such a list. 
It will be recalled that a list of the names of the 
473 Spanish refugees in Gibraltar was presented to the 
Ministry in the Embassy's note No.759 of the 16th June, 
1944. 


Yours very sincerely, 


(Signed) C. Bramwell. 


Sr.Don Roberto de Satorres y Vries, 
Direccion General de Politica Exterior. 


Senor Ignacio de Muguiro, the Spanish Consul 
feneral at Gibraltar called on me yesterday. I had met 
im at San Sebastian with his father-in-law, senor 

Padilla, the former Ambassador in Washington. 


Senor Muguiro told me that the main anxiety of 
his present post. was caused by the presence of about 500 
Spanish refugees in Gibraltar who had been there since 
the Civil War. They could be divided into three categories 
of whom only one consisting of about 100 persons was really 
poisonous. These men were regular communist agitators 
and as long as they remained in Gibraltar they were apt to 
infect the 10,000 workmen who crossed the line every day to 
work in the Gibraltar dockyards. Moreover, these men had 
influenced the other 400 against availing themselves of the 
amnesty to return to Spain. 


I remarked that I understood that some of the 
refugees who thought they could return under the amnesty 
had attempted to do so and been beaten up by the Police. Senor 
Muguiro said that there had been one case of a man who was 
imprisoned on returning to Spain and that he had quickly 
persuaded the authorities to release this man. This he 
believed was the only case and other stories should be 
treated with suspicion because there were so many anti- 
Franco propagandists in Gibraltar busy spreading false stories 
in order to discourage refugees from returning. A good many 
of the refugees had got into their heads that if they now 
returned to Spain under Franco's régime they would have a 
bad time when, as they expected at an early date, a republican 
régime was again set up in Spain. They therefore preferred 
to wait for that day in Gibraltar. 


Senor Muguiro said that the only solution was one 
which was already being explored by the Governor of Gibraltar 
with H.M. Government, namely, to send the 100 bad men in a 
ship to South America. The lack of Shipping has hitherto been 
the obstacle but he hoped that while General Eastwood was in 
England during this month he might get this fixed up. 


He/ 


He spoke with great affection of General Eastwood 
and seemed most anxious to contribute towards friendly 
relations in view of the fact that he had for many 
years been Consul in Liverpool and retained the 
happiest memories of his time there. 


VA-L.Mallet. 
6th October, 1945. 
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IN RD TELEGRAM 


FROM GIBRALTAR (Lt. Gen. Sir T.R. Eastwood) 


TOS. OF S.., COLONIES. 


D. 27th October, 1945. 
* 


+ 27th “! 19.55 hre. 


No. 569 Secret. 
Personal and Private. 


1. I feel it desirable to report to you the following 
further symptoms of deterioration of public morale due to 
delays in, and medical restrictions upon, repatriation of 
Gibraltarians and calculated exacerbation of feeling by 
recent provocative utterances of members of ‘the Association 
for the Advancement of Civil Rightsa:- 


(1) City Council have passed resolution "to be 
brought to the notice of His Majesty's Government 
in the United Kingdom", 


(a) Expressing grave ‘concern at the 
postponement of the return of 
Gibraltarians compulsorily evacuated 
for military reasons, while at the 
same time arrangements are proceeding 
to bring to Gibraltar families of 
service personnel and of statutory 
aliens 


Expressing opinion that v 

Government can provide 

housing and medical facil 

military authorities should loan 
military married quarters and provide 
facilities at military hospitals for 
the civilian population 


Requesting revocation of pointnent 

of City Council Represen ive on 

Re-scttlement Board. (2) 
a 


Boar 


1idered 
cris 


aweiting air compressors which I have just been informed by 
your telegram No. 570 could not be shipped in the vessel 
which has just sailed, Public is, so far, unaware of this 
latest impediment to the progress of the temporary building 
programme, but when the news of the delay becomes known, as 
it mast shortly, it will not improve an already sufficiently 
serious situation. With regard to the inability to provide 
nurses, people are unable to understand how failure to mest 
such a modest requirement can be reconciled with the concern 
by the S, of S. and this Government for sarly repatriation 
and f have no satisfactory explanation to give. 


5. There are four steps which, if taken immediately, 
night retrieve the rapidly deteriorating situation:-~ 


(1) Immediate recruitment of additional Sisters 
up to the four required. 


(2) Despatch of air compressors by the first 
possible opportunity. If no merchant 


constitutio 
my telegram Nc 


(ii) Steps to effect removal of Spanish refugees, 

whose presence here is a running sore in the body 

politic (memorandum No, 2 enclosed with my third 64 
person note of 2lst September, 1945). \ ate} 


(411) Early decision regarding the admission 
Spaniards to Trade Unions (my despatch No, 92 

15th September). Delay in passing Trade Unions 
legislation and setting up machinery for discussion 
of wages question has been largely responsible for 
the present political difficulties. 


7. It is with great reluctance that I intrude upon your 
personal attention matters which, in comparison with the grave 
problems with which you are faced in other parts of the Colonial 
Empire, may well appear to be of secondary concern, but I feol 
it my duty to point out the very serious declension of public — 
confidence and goodwill towards this Government and His Majesty's 
Government in the Unit Kingdom of the people of Gibraltar. 
People are of law abidi disposition but their patience has been 
sorely tried by a long delay in announcement regarding the future 
of those Gibreltarians who cannot return 1 permanent 
buildings are completed and additional re etion now imposed 
for medical reasons has raised temperature of public feeling, 
heated as it has been by irresponsible and provocative statements, 
unpleasantly close to flashpoint. Serious, lasting, 
prejudice to good relations between th 
must acerue from con 
have indicated. 
assistance which I 
matters, but I am compel 
interest directed to our affairs in the Colonia ice have f 
been shared ty some other Departments concerned in the problems 
of Gibraltar. 


No, 407 (114/40/45) 


, 


HIS Majesty’s Ghargé d'Affaives at Madrid 
presents his compliments to ACting Foreign Secretary 
and has the honour to transmit to him the under-mentioned 
documents. 


British. BORARBY»........... 
Madrid, 


24th. July, .... 194.5, 


Reference to previous correspondence: 
Mr. Bramwell's letter of 17th July to Mr.Maxon, 


Description of Enclosure. 


Name and Date. | Subject. 


Translation of Note Repatriation of 
Verbale No. 591 of Spenish political 
14th July, 1945,from; exiles. 

Spanish Ministry of | 
Foreign Affairs to 
H.M. Bmbassy. 


Copy also sent to Gibraltar under P.1..No.5. 


3479 24319—3 


Translation. 


Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 
R4~- Gi 1 
Num. 591. 


The recent decisions regarding the repatriation 
of Spanish political exiles also applies naturally to 
those who are in Gibraltar and to those referred to 
in the Note Verbale from H.B.M. Embassy, No, 759, of 
June 16th, 1944. 


These decisions extend to the exiles the benefits 
of recent amesties by which ell those Spaniards, who 
for verious reasons and at one time or another left 
nationel territory, can return freely to Spain and with 
absolute guarantees as regards their situation. only 
the perpetrators of assassinations and their accomplices 
are excluded, unless they wish to submit to the regular 
Tribunais. Moreover, if after any exile has been 
authorised to return to Spain it should transpire that 
a serious charge lies against him, he will be allowed 
to return to his place of origin abrosd should he so 
wish. 


In view of the above, all those belonging to the 
group in question and desiring to return to Spain should 
apply for permission in the form prescribed for such 
cases to the Spanish Consul-General ih Gibraltar, who 
will deal urgently with these requests which in turn 
will be settled in the shortest possible time. 


Madrid, 14th July, 1945. 


DRAFT AND RECORD COPY 


REGISTERED No. Downing Street, 


88905/21/456 17th October, 1945~ 


Dear Mr. Hoyar Millar, 


mess Fisher’ /10 . I am enclosing ea note of 
fel z the discussion with the Governor of 
MR. ‘ Gibraltar held in your room on the 
16th of October. I hope ? 
MR. will find that it represents 
correctly what was said. 


Yours sincerely, 


(Sgd.) Mary Fisher. 
ENCLOSURES 


FURTHER ACTION 


: BAAD MITT AD. ka 
PeRe HOYAR MILLAR, ESQ. 


11/44) (3693] Wt. 43090/394 SOm. 12/44 C.N.Ld. 748 


DRAFT AND RECORD cory 


REGISTERED No. 


DRAFT 88905/21. 


; Thth October, 1945. 
mR. diiss 


IMIR crcaeccc basso teen Sir, 
I am directed by 

Mr. Secretary Hall to refer to 

Poreign Office communication 

Noe Z11054/18/41 of the 

6th October, enclosing a copy 

of a letter from the Chancery 

British Embassy, Paris, concerning 

the wish of a Spaniard named 

Miguel Martin to go to Gibraltar 

with his wife and five children. 


I am to state that, in view 
of the present congestion in 
Gibraltar and the Governor's 
anxiety to find other accommodation 
for the Spanish refugees already in 
the Colony, it would certainly be 
impossible to permit Mr. Martin to 
take up residence there until such 
time as he could return to Spain. 


I am, Sir, 
Saw most ay dient servant 
74) See V LarAe 
Imrie sone ay At , 43090/ [394 50m 12/44 C.N.Ld. 748 
Hm UNDER-SEPR Th, 
FOREIGN] 0} rT. fe Aarny Doo ban 


In any further communication on this subject, please quote 
i No. Z Hos 1a] Al 

and Address—not to uny person by name, but to— 

The Under-Secretary of State, Foreign Office, London, 8. W. 1. 


THE Under-Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs presents his 
compliments to J& Orca <P ecretac, 1 pees ca 
Gober iat CY and, -by direction of the Secretary of State, 
@ transmits herewith cop4 of the under-mentioned paper for such 
observations as 684. TRe a? hl Aten. G Box ier m-@.ra-p. 
may desire to offer. 
Foreign Office, 
6% Gee , 1945. 


Reference to previous correspondencé: 


Description of Enclosure. 


Name and Date. Subject. 
OR (By hee y Tigi: Tie os A 
bret» cOyas qe A qo Ch. 
Ist Spr. JI4AS 


Similar letter sent to 
221491 


(&, BRITISH EMBASSY, 
(Zz 11054/18/41) PARIS. 


90/22/45. 25th September, 1945. 


Dear Department, 


e We have been approached by a 
Spaniard named Miguel Martin or Martin 
Miguel, born 12th August 1885 at Marsella, 
Malaga, and married with five children who 
wishes to go to Gibraltar ana stay there 
with his relations until conditions allow 
of him returning to Spain. He claims that 
both Madame Amosés and Monsieur Joseph 
Senilla, who owns a tobacco shop, would 

be willing to sponsor him 


Could you please inform us what 
chance there is of this Republican refugee 
being allowed to go to Gibraltar, If so, 
what steps should he take? 

Yours ever, 
Chancery, 


Western Department, 
Foreign Office 


With the Comp iments. 
ry of State 
isn Aftairs 


tel 


i n 


R 
One nie ub 
WSEP 1946 
C. 


agp 


oe 
| REGEIVED 


2 7 SEP IAS 


The Governor of Gibraltar 
presents his compliments to the 
Secretary of State for the Colonies 
a with reference to his Secret 
Geepaton No.94 of the 19th September 

945 has the honour to transmit notes 
of further matters regarding which 
discussion at the Colonial Office would 


a 


ae 


be welcome during his forthcoming visit 
to the United Kingdom, 


La} 


Gibraltar, 
21st September, 


Ya 


SECRET 


Services, Supplies and Amenities. 


Gibraltar is dependent upon Spain for certain 
services, supplies and amenities. Without these 
it 4s not too much to say that the economic life of the 
Colony would be disrupted. 


(1) Bervicas. The last returns of employed personnel 
furnished by the Controller of Manpower show that of 17,858 
civilians gainfully employed in the Colony 10,790 were 
Spaniards or other aliens and oy 6,795 were British 
subjects, including persons normally resident in the United 
Kingdom. The majority of the aliens are Spaniards who enter 
Gibraltar daily. Over 2,000 of these are employed in the 
Dockyard and over 1,000 by the War Department. er 300 
are employed by the City Council, some of them on essential 
public services. All except 5 of the 109 bakers and 
assistant bakers are aliens. All the carpenters, engine 
drivers, tailors, shoe makers, lorry drivers, mechanics, 
poeseers hers, plumbers and printers are non-Gibraltarian. 

early all the domestic servants are Spaniards. There is 
an occupation in the Colony in which Spaniards are 
not represented. 


(2) + Gibraltar is dependent upon Spain for 
supplies of fresh fruit, vegetables and, with the exception 
of very small quantities caught by Gibraltarians, of fresh 
fish. If these commodities were not available from Spain 
they would have to be imported, in some cases at considerabl 
increased cost. 


(3) Amenities. Gibraltar with its highly congested 
and overcrowded conditions provides the public with very 
few facilities for games and recreation. Arrangements 
have recently been made with the General Commanding the 
Campo de Gibraltar for Gibraltarians to visit certain bathing 
beaches in Spain. The Spanish authorities have also recently’ 
agreed to an extension of the hours for the opening of the 
frontier, which enables Gibraltarians to visit friends in 
La Linea and return any hour up to 12.45 aem. 


2. The question of territorial waters is an old one. 
There has always been a friendly understanding whereunder no 
protest has been made against the anchoring of british 
vessels in Spanish waters. Without such anchoring the use 
of the roadstead would be severely restricted. 


FA 3. %It is probably true that if Gibraltar derives 
advantages from Spain the neighbourhood of La Linea equally 
derives benefit from the employment provided in Gibraltar. 
But whereas it would not be impossible for the neighbouring 
Spaniards to seek employment in other parts of Spain, there 
is no other source from which Gibraltar could recruit its 


debe | since even if labour could be brought from overseas 
8 


there no accommodation on the Rock in which they could be 
housed. These considerations have always been regarded as 
making it desirable, if not essential, that good relations 
should be maintained between the Government of Gibraltar and 
the neighbouring Spanish authorities. It has been possible, 
even during the most critical days of the war, to maintain 
reasonably amicable relations. Demonstrations of the nature 
recently reported in the Governor's despatch Noe 49 of the 
24th May and Secret despatch No. 79 of the 23rd ust are 
pound to have unfavourable reactions upon the 3 sh 
authorities, and in making his protest against the demonstrat- 
dion held on the 16th August the Consul General said that the 


Aveneral. sees 


“2 < 


General commancing the Campo area had been considerably 
disturbed and might have to consider the withdrawal of 
facilities recently made available to residents of 
Gibraltar for easier access to the Campo, including the 
use of the bathing beaches. 


= 2\= 


7. ‘The urgency of taking action to remove these 
refugees was again stressed in paragraph 5 of the Governor's 
Secret despatch No. 79 of the 23rd August. 


8. The presence of the Spanish refugees in Gibraltar 
has been a continuous irritant to the people and the cause 
of much embarrassment to the administration. Not only 
do they make difficulties in regard to relations with 
the neighbouring Spanish authorities, which for reasons 
set out in Memorandum No. 1 should not be allowed to 
deteriorate, but their presence is bitterly resented by 
the Gibraltarians because it hinders the relief of over~ 
crowding and the return of evacuees still remaining overseas« 
It is also suggested, though no concrete evidence of this 
has been furnished, that Spanish refugees have been partly 
responsible for the aggressive and irresponsible policy 
now being pursued by the Association for the Advancement 
of Civil Rights. 


9. A note by Major J. Patron, 0.B.E. is attached. 


SPANISH INFLUENCE 


The fact that Gibraltar was isolated during the war, 
that due to the Evacuation there have been an extremely 
high percentage of marriages with Spaniards, combined 
with natural resentment against separation of families 
and necessary war time restrictions and accentuated by 
the large number of politically minded refugees in our 
midst, has made Gibraltar very much more Spanish. For 
example, the "Calpense" does not comment on any of the 
plans for local reconstruction but devotes most of its 
space to the activities of the Provisional Spanish 
Government formed in Mexico and the shortcomings of the 
Spanish Monarchy. This influence is not a healthy one. 
The advanced elements who form a proportion of the 
Refugees do not believe in constitutional progress nor 
do they understand British methods. They have, due to 
their political activity, influenced the views of the 
working and middle classes here and are involved in 
every form of racket and black market activity. There 
is one man who is reputed to have made £80,000 during 
the years he has been a Refugee in Gibraltar, by such 
activities. This not only points to the need of removing 


the refugees and taking steps to have properly constituted 
representation of Labour acting through Trade Unions 
organized on British lines, but would appear to call for 
active steps to counteract this influence. 


Ae 


88905/21/l56 : 
iil di ag Septernber, 1945. 


Sir, 


I am directed by 
liz. Secretary Hall to refer to your 
communication WR.2192/16/48 of the 
19th of September, and connected 
correspondence and to transmit to 
you, to be laid before 
Mr. Seeretary Bevin, copies of 
communications from the Governor of 
Gibraltar regarding protests received 
from the Spanish Consul against 
demonstrations by Spanish refugees 
in Gibraltar on the 16th of August. 


2e Mr. Halil hopes that it 
will be possible to obtain a 
dscision regarding the disposal 
of these Spanish refugees at an 
early date and in this connection 
I am to say that the Governor of 
Gibraltar, Lieutenant General 
Sir Ralph kastwood, who arrives in 


this 


THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATS, 
PORSIG! OFFICE. 


this country on the 28th September 
for a short visit, will probably Lad 
wish to discuss the matter with 
representatives of the Foreign 
office. 


I am, 


Sir, 
Your most obedient ‘servant, 


= : 
(4027B) Wt. 55320/406 50m, 3/45 C.N.Ld, 748 


Cc. O. 
, Pilbeam 


DRAFT. L#?TER 
THE UNDER SECRETARY 
OF STATS, 


FOREIGN OFFICE. 


FURTHER ACTION. 


Re-crtutole € 


‘ 


aid [p« dew 


Ie Ha Son: 


(60) 


88905/21/45 


Permt. U.S. of S, 
Parly. U.S. of S. 


Secretury of State. 


Ay September, 1945 
Sir; 
I am etc. to refer to your 
communication WR 2192/16/48 of the 
19th of September, and connected 


correspondence and to ‘transmit to you, 


to be set before Mr.- Secretary Bevin, 


copies of communications from the Governor 
of Gibraltar regarding protests received 
from the Spanish Consul against 
demonstrations by Spanish refugees in 
Gibraltar on the 16th of August. 

2. Mr. Secretary Hall hopes that it 
will bexpossible to obtain a decision 
regarding the disposal of these Spanish 
refugees at an early date and in this 


connection 


INWARD TELEGRAM 


The Governor of Gibraltar 
presents his compliments to the Secretary 
of State for the Colonies and with reference 
to his Secret despatch No. 29 of the 23rd 
August, 1945 has the honour to enclose 


herewith copies of further correspondénce 


with the Spanish Consul-General in Gibraltar 
on the subject of the demonstration organised 


in Gibraltar on the 16th August. 


Gibraltar, 
ig 
a “aveust, 1945. 


COPY. 
CONSULADE GENERAL DE ESPANA. 
No. 58. Gibraltar, 22nd August, 1945, 


' 


4 Dear Sir, 


B have to hand your letter of the 20th instant 
in reply to mine addressed to His Excellency the Governor on the 
17th ingtant. 


Today I have sent your reply to my Government. 
Although I see you admit no responsibility in the demonstration, 
offensive to-the Head of.the Spanish State, I wish to insist that 
the said demonstration ought not to have been carried out and in 
the case of their trying to effect it, same could have been 
avoided. Every demonstration with a political character, and 
even more, when they are directed against the Head. of the State 
of a friendly Country, in all parts of the world, and I believe 
England follows the same rule, it is necessary to obtain a permit 
from the local authorities, in order to display banners and 
Placards, containing insults to the Head of the Spanish State. 
In this case, it must have been one way or the other, i.e. 
that the local authorities did allow the demonstration or the 
demonstrators went out without the necessary permit, and therefore 
same must have been dissolved or the responsible people punished. 


I submit the above in the legal point of view 
and also in the diplomatic way, one must always endeavour to 
avoid. a clash. For example, in Algeciras not so long ago, a 
British officer suffered an accident while driving his car and 
the conditions in which this officer was, demanded a responsibility 
according to the Spanish laws, and the Judge was to take up the 
matter, but H.E. the Governor of Algeciras, General Buruaga, to 
avoid complications and a scandal, he asked the Judge to withdraw 
, the case, and the victims of the accident and the damaged car 
was returned to Gibraltar, This was simply done to avoid 
inconveniences to the Gibraltar Authorities, 


. I really regret to insist so much on these points 
but x realise that since some time now, the propaganda of the 
refugees has increased considerably and in the local press also, 
especially the "El Calpense", that maintains with its ridiculous 
attitude, the discontent of the Authorities in the neighbourhood, 
You know very well that Spain has, in what it refers to labour, 
the export of foodstuffs and other minor facilities, always been 
exeeedingly aggeeable. Youwill understand that the relations which 
we now maintain would rapidly cripple if certain anti-British 
elements in Spain should go out crying, wither with the permit of 
the Government or the latter's apparant ignorance, "death to the 
King of England and its Government", I am sure that if this shouéld 
happen, the protest of the British Government would be formidable 
and of course justified and would undoubtedly insist for apologies 
for the insults to the Head of the British Hmpire. It is to be 
norne in mind that General Franco is the Head of the Spanish State 
and that whatever insult is directed to him goes direct to the whole 
of the Spanish nation, 


With this commnication, I put an end to my 
protest and hope that I have reasons to protest but the whole matter 
now rests with the Ministry for Foreign Affairs at Madrid so that 
they may endeavour to expel from the Garrison all the Spanish red 
refugees who do not wish to return to Spain. foday, the door is 
open, the conditions for their return cannot be more favourable 

and 
The Honourable Colonial Secretary, 
Gibraltar 


and if they insist: in not going back to their homes,- 

it is because they may feel liable to grave delicts. 

must insist that it is a great danger to allow them to 
continue in Gibraltar as it will only lead to endanger a 
the good relations now existing. 


I remain, 
Yours faithfuly, 


EL CONSUL GENERAL, 
(sd.) I. de MUSGUIRO. 


Colonial Secretariat, 
Gibraltar, 
27th August, 1945. 


I am directed to acknowledge the reeeipt 
of your letter No. 58 of the 22nd August on the subject 
of the demonstration organised in Gibraltar on the 16th 
August and to inform you that your letter has been placed 
before His Excellency, I am to say that His Excellency 
has taken note of your observations in this matter; that 
the difficulties created by the presence in Gibraltar of 
Spanish refugees are fully appreciated by this Government 
and that all possible steps are being taken to reach a 
satisfactory, solution of the problem, 


I have the honour to be, 
sir, 
Your obedient Serant, 
(Sd.) R.C.S.STANLEY, 


Colonial Secretary. 


The Consul General for Spain at Gibraltar. 


gt F |S 


yoy 
. 


_11.8-45e— 


\ 


20 AuGIg45 


Cc. 0 


August, 1945. 


Sir, 


With reference to my Secret Saving telegram 
No.190 of the 18th April and previous correspondence 
on the subject of the Spanish refugees in Gibraltar, 
I have the honour to inform you that on the 16th 
August a procession of about 600 persons, composed 
mostly of Spaniards but including a number of 
Gibraltarians and organized by a Gibraltarian of 
suspected Communist sympathies, marched from Casemates 
up Main Street to the Convent. As on the similar 


despatch No.49 of the 24th May containing an account 


| 1 occasion, reported in the sixth paragraph of my 
< 


of hostilities in Europe, members of the procession 
carried banners on which messages expressing admiration 
of the Allied Nations were accompanied by inscriptions 
such as "Down with Franco" and "Down with Fascism". 

On passing the Convent the demonstrators shouted "Long 
live England, long live Russia, America and the Allies, 
down with Franco and Fascism", At John Mackintosh 
Square these remarks were repeated. The crowd then 
dispersed quietly and flags and banners were rolled up. 
The procession was accompanied throughout by members 

of the Police and complete order was observed. 


nt public celebrations in Gibraltar on the cessation 
; 


2. On the 17th August I received from the Spanish 
Consul-General a letter conveying a strong protest 
against the demonstration above described. The letter, 
a copy of which I attach, alleges that this Government 
authorised and co-operated in an "insult to a neighbour 
Government", refers to many representations made by 
the Consul-General regarding the desirability of 
removing Spanish refugees from Gibraltar, and asks me 
to bring to the notice of my Government the necessity 


THE RIGHT HONOURABLE oa 
GEORGE HENRY HALL, P.C., M.Peys 


etce, 


etc., etc. 


Be 


of apologising to the Spanish Government which has been 
“insulted in the course of two Victory Day celebrations by 
a group of unreliable Spaniards." 


3. The demonstration was carried out in an orderly 
manner and I am advised that no breach of the law was 
committed and that no incident occurred which would have 
justified interference by the Police. I have therefore 
caused a reply to be sent to the Consul-General, to the 
effect that I am unable to accept his allegations and that 
I do not feel that circumstances warrant any necessity for 845+ 
an apology in respect of what occurred. I attach a copy of 20-8 
the reply. I have also seen the Consul-General who was in 
an amiable mood and assured me that his only desire was that 
nothing should occur which should mar the good relations which 
exist between the Colony and the Administration of the Campo 
de Gibraltar. The Consul-General hinted, however, that 
continuance of demonstrations of this sort would be bound to 
have unfavourable reactions upon the Spanish authorities and 
might well result in the withdrawal of the facilities recently 
made ‘available to residents in Gibraltar for greater facility 
of access to the Campo including the use of bathing beaches, 
The Consul-General added ‘that if necessary the General 
administering the Campo would feel obliged to consider the 
desirability of allowing Spanish labour to enter Gibraltar 
less freely than was at present permitted. 


4. ‘I have no doubt that the Consul-General was anxious 
to find the arguments most likely to persuade me to take action 
with a view to removing the Spanish refugees but if further 
demonstrations of this nature were in fact to occur 4 severe 
strain would be put upon my relations with the local Spanish 
guthorities and the withdrawal of facilities which might follow 
would have a serious effect upon the economic life and indeed 
the health of the Colony. I would refer in ‘this connection 
to the analysis which accompanied Mr.R.C.S.Stanley's Gonfidential 
letter No.C.0763/5 of the5th March to Mr.S.E.V.Luke. That 
analysis included a comparative table showing the employment 


of Gibraltarians and aliens in certain trades and Se 
‘rom 


5. 


from which it will be seen how largely the Colony is de- 
pendent in almost all its activities upon the employment of 
Spanishlabour, I do not think it likely that any drastic 
step would be taken to restrict the entry into Gibraltar of 
this labour, which is dependent for its livelihood upon the 
employment provided in Gibraltar, but I am bound to point 
out that any serious interference with the labour supply 
would result in the paralysis of many of the Colony's 
activities including the operation of the Dockyard which 

is almost entirely dependent for its unskilled labour upon 
Spanish sources. Apart from the question of labour, 
Gibraltar is dependent upon Spain for many essential 
supplies including fresh fruit, fish and vegetables. 


5. The importance from the Gibraltarian point of view of 

removing these refugees at the earliest possible moment 

has been frequently referred to in previous correspondence 
and as I have already stated their occupation of premises 
which, were they removed, could be made available to 
relieve overcrowding or to enable Gibraltarian property 
owners to return to their own homes, constitutes a cause of 
deep resentment among the local population. The possi- 
\bility of a dislocation of the Colony's economy resulting 
from Spanish reactions to local demonstrations adds 
{another most potent argument to the many which already 


| exist for removing these persons without delay. 


6. I have been informed by the Colonial Secretary who 
discussed this matter at the Foreign Office during his re- 
cent visit to the United Kingdom, that it is hoped to be 
able to arrange with the Government of Venezuela to receive 
these refugees in the event that they refuse to return to 
Spain. I trust that everything possible will be done to 
expedite this matter. 


Te 


4. 


Te I am sending a copy of this despatch to His Majesty's 
Ambassador in Madrid. 


I have the honour to be, 
sir, 
Your most obedient, 
humble servant, 


Fm 


\ 


ad 


\Dusdard 


Lisitenant-General 
and Governor. 


Spanish Consulate-General Gibraltar, 17th August, 1945, 
Gibraltar, 


No.N/V. 


a 


Excellency: 


It is with great regret that I address Your Excellency, to 
make a strong protest against the public demonstration, which was 
organised yesterday against my Government, without any desire on 
the part of the Police to avoid it. 


Your Excellency will understand that it is not tolerable, 
for a Government, who is in normal relations with another, to 
authorise and even co-operate in an insult to a neighbour 
Government. The demonstration lasted yesterday over 20 minutes, 
and no one interfered to put an end to it. A Police Sergeant walked 
at the head of the demonstration - they say, with a view of 
maintaining order - but he did not counteract any of the excess in 
action and insults, which the demonstrators were committing. 


In the course of the many conversations held with Your Excel- 
lency, I have suggested the necessity of clearing Gibraltar of the 
group of Spanish refugees, some of them dangerous, The conditions 
demanded by the British Government, for the return of the Spanish 
refugees to Spain, were considered, and the Spanish Government, 
acceded to them in excess, as Your Excellency is well aware. Even 
those, who on arrival in Spain, are liable to more penalty than that, 
which may have been communicated to them, may return to its 
residence of origin, should this occur. 


I shall feel most obliged if Your Excellency, should bring to 
the notice of your Government, the necessity of apologising our 
Government, who has been insulted in the course of the two Victory 
days celebrations, by a group of unreliable Spaniards, who instead of 
going to the battlefields in one side or the other, remained in the 
Rock, simply to make money, and make propaganda of low politics, 
with a view of spoiling the normal workers that come into Gibraltar 
daily. 


I trust that the leaders of the demonstrations, will be 
severely punished, as their only desire is to break the good 
relations existing between our two countries, and that they should be 
asked to leave the Fortress, due to the proximity of Spain, so tying, 
morally and physical to Gibraltar. 


I have etc. 
His Excellency (sd). I,Muguiro. 
Lieut-General 
Sir Ralph Hastwood,K.C.B.,D.S.0.,M.C. 


GORY. Colonial Secretariat, 
Gibralter. 


No.S.015B. 20th August, 1945. 


ee 


Sir, 


I am directed by the Governor to refer to your 
letter N/V of the 17th August addressed to His Excellency 
on the subject of the demonstration organised on the 16th 
August. 


2. I am to say that the circumstances attending this 
demonstration have been investigated and that His Excellency 
issatisfied that no action was committed contrary to the 
laws of this Colony. I am to repeat to you the assurance 
conveyed verbally by His Excellency that this Government 
is equally interested with yourself in the maintenance of 
good relations between the Colony and the neighbouring 
Spanish administration and you may rest assured that if any 
action is taken by demonstrators which contravenes the laws 
of the Colony appropriate steps will be taken. 


Se I am to say that His Excellency is unable to accept 
the allegations that this Government has authorised and co- 
operated in an insult to a neighbour Government and that 
His Excellency does not feel that the circumstances indicate 
any necessary for an apology by this Government in respect 
of what occurred.e 


I have etc. 


(Sd).R.C.S.Stanley. 
Colonial Secretary. 


The Spanish Consul-General 
at Gibraltar. 


FOREIGN OFFICE, S.W.1. 


ean llth August, 1945. 
Vv s 
oe 6403 { 
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55 Witn reference to my letter WR 1922/16/48 
of the llth July about Spanish refugees in vibraltar, 
I now enclose (with apologies for some delay) a copy 
of a letter on the subject dated 17th July, which I 
have received from Madrid. 


“ t resume that you have had from Gibraltar 
direct the correspondence enclosed with Madrid 
espatch No. 381 of the 10th July (a copy of which is 
enclosed for your convenierte). I think you will agree 
that the enclosures to this despatch do not encourage 
high hopes for the idea of inviting the Spanish 
refugees in Gibraltar to return to Spain. The 
conditions enunciaved by the Spanish authorities have 
the appearance of being excellent and it may be the 
intention of the Spanish Government that they should 
be applied liberally. Unfortunately, there is no 
guarantee that such intentions will be respected by 
local authorities; indeed thes evidence here advanced 
suggests the contrary. In fact we think that whatever 
professions the Spanish Government may make (and they 
will probably be very ready to make them) they will 
be unable to prevent instances of petty persecution 
and refugees cannot be blamed if they show reluctance 
to accept the wovernment's offer. 


The situation, therefore, as to these 
refugees in Gibraltar going back to Spain does not 
look very hopeful, but it may_be the best policy to 
await the list promised by Senor Castillo. It would 
at worst show that a certain number cannot return 

and 


S.E.V.*Luke, Hsq., 
Colonial Office. 


and at best might contain a formula wnich we should 
be justified in considering a satisfactory assurance 
for the others. 


Yu— pmerr Qo 


latest Hida om 
f°” (P. Mason). 


/ Copy; 
(WR 2192/16/48). 


Oo British Embassy, 
Madrid. 


17th July, 1945. 


Dear Paul, 


In James Bowker's letter of June 14th, in reply 
to yours No. WR 1174/16/48 of May 14th, about the 
proposed return of the Spanish refugees in Gibraltar 
to Spain, he said that we had set on foot further 
enquiries. 


On June ord Bowker discussed this question with 
the Under-Secretary at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 
asking whether use could be made of the new 
arrangements for the return to Spain of political 
exiles in order to solve the refugee problem in Gibraltar. 
Senor del Castillo was as usual receptive and said ne 
would have the matter looked into. He thought it would 
be best if the Ministry were to give us a list of the 
refugees who would have to undergo proceedings if they 
came back to Spain, so that we could arrange for at 
least the rest to return. 


Meanwhile we have received details from the 
Governor of Gibraltar of the instructions which, in 
accordance with the special new arrangements mentioned 
above have been sent by the Spanish Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs to their Consul-ceneral there. In case you 
had not received a copy through the Colonial Office 
copies were sent to you as our despatch No.381 of July 
10th. You will nave seen from the second enclosure to 
the Governor's despatch that even the guarantee which 
are given to certain classes of refugees are not 
entirely satisfactory. 


We will let you know of any further developments. 
A copy of this letter goes to the Governor of 


Paul Mason, Esa., /Gibraltar 
Foreign Office, S.W.1. 


Gibraltar. 


Yours ever, 


(Signed) C. Bramwell. 


No. 381 (114/36/45) 


IS Majesty's Chargé G@*affaiyes at Madrid 
presents his compliments to ACting Foreign Secretary 
and has the honour to transmit to him the under-mentioned 
documents. 


British 


Reference to previous correspondence: 


My.Bowker's letter of 14.6.45.(114/25/45)to 
Description of Enclosure. Mr.Mason,F,.0, 


Name and Date. Subject. 


Copy of letter vias Return to Spain of 
a, 


vernor of Gibralt. Spanish political 
. H.M.Chargé refugees in Gibraltar, 
d'affaires, Madrid, 
of 6th June, 1945. 


34794 24319—3 


Gibraltar, 


No. 3.013/83. 6 June, 1945. 


Sir, 


I have the honour to inform you that I was 
recently approached by the Spanish Consul-General here 
who informed me that he had received instructions from 
his Government to the effect that the return to Spain 
of the Spanish political refugees in Gibraltar would be 
authorized under certain céhditions. A translation of 
these instructions is enclosed. 


As requested by the Consul—General, the steps 
taken by the Spanish Government were notified to the 
Spanish refugees here, some of whom returned to Spain 
after complying with the required formalities. 


I enélose for your information copies of two 
reports received #m this subject from the Defence 
Security Officer. I am informed by this Officer that 
the Consul-General has made representations to his 
Government by telegram in connection with the case of 
Prancisco Garcia Infante but I am unable to say with 
what result. 


I have the honour to be, 


sir, 
Your obedient Servant, 


(Signed) @.R. Eastwood, 


Lt.General and 
Governor. 


H.M. Chargé d*affaires, 
British Embassy, 
Madrid. 


e 


oS 


FOREIGN OFFICE, S.W.1 


Llthpuly, 1945. 


WR 1922/16/48 


oH Don Lees 
ow ; told you on the berornoney 


Madrid to th 8 
on the 14th ay, about the ist z in ai beattase 
copy of the latter letter Mi. on the 14th 
May under our reference WR 1174/16/48. 


I now enclose (with apologies for some delay) 
py of this letter from Madrid tog get or with its 
losure You will see that the Embassy are not very 
hopeful about being able to arrange he refugees to 
return to Spain, but that they have started certai 
enquiries of which they will let us know the Beenie. 
I will, of course, keep you informed about this. 


I note with som t 
Gibraltar a rently approached t 
r on the subject. Boke was 
had not previously 


I have now received 
discussion with the Colonial Se : 1 
while he is in this country. [ sha : geet be 
yj glad to have a talk any ime you suggest. migh 
also be desirable if ¢ ember of ieSESET , Onn 
Department were present as they | ire interested in matters 
dealing with Spain. 


Yas Sea cereZ 


Fat oom 


ee 


—— 


VY. Luke, Hsq., 
Colonial Office. 


Mason, 


BRITISH 
(114/25/45) MAD 


im 14th June, 1945, 


My dear Paul, 


In your co nti No. W.R.1174/16/48 of 
A for ny 3 lity of arrang 
zovernmer 

to Spain, 
ersecuted on 
Phi yuestion 


f ralter. 


you will they i é F er 

that panist on return to Spai 
to t normal judicial procedure, and even 
at least had been and still we 

to Spanish interests. This of cours 

liable to sentences of imprisonment, 

worse. 


Since them it is true that @ Spanish Govern 
announced that arran, nts have b made for settl 
greater speed the case of Spaniards living abroad in 
a view to their being enabled to return to Spain, in 
no criminal responsibility is found to fall upon them. 
Nevertheless, onerete st 


taken, to implemer s pr : n ithough, 
our despatc i 236 ribi polit 
which used to deal wi é 


replaced by a Commission of 

to tell to wwhat ent the procedure has been changed 

better in the case of refugees 10 are sti road. 

by the wording of the announcement April 14th, how 
oP OE ss ich is apparent eing made 


ncluced that 
a long time t the Spanish Go ment will permi 
of any lar r r of the refugees Gibraltar, wit 
danger of tI r being subse 


Although we have set on foot furt j 
result of which we shall inform you as soon as it 
am therefc sanguine about our chances of receiving 
factory rep € D iS... Ba sr ould not advise you to 
on being able to send the refugees back to Spain at any 
date. 


I am sending a copy of this coorrespondence 
Excellency the Governor of Gibraltar. 


Yours ever 
signed JAMES BO 


Esq» 


Refugee Department, 


Forei 
3, 


gn Office, 
Cleveland Row, 
St. James's, S.W.1. 


ay 


and the 


Bill 


in it 


still 


No. 759 
(114/20/44) 


His Majesty's Embassy present r compliments to the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and have the honour t transmit to them 


of 473 Spanish nationals, who left Spain us 
Sivil War and went to Gibraltar where they 


sommodat 


of Gibralt 


urge 


itisn subjects, evacuated in 1940 because their 
homes had been destroyed by my action or requisitioned, and 
[The Governor is accordingly 


to Gibraltar. 
as possible of the Spanish nationals named 


list should return to Spain. 


this conn 


eful to le 


however, His 


they could be furnished with a 
these persons, tnat in event of 
repriséls of any kind, direct 

the 


on account of their participation in 


the: 
their past political record. The “mbassy would be grateful, 
number of names coula 1e list, 


the competent spani 


whom + 


an undertaking. 


MADRID. 


16th June 


SLATION 


MINISTRY OF FOREIGN As 
No. ll. 


e Ministry for Foreign Afl'airs present their 


compliments to His Britannic Majesty's Emba and wit 


No 759 of the 16th June las 
ugees in 
where it is wished to repatria them, have 
snbassy that 
Spanish authoritie 
accedin 
provided of course that 
ecessary political-social investi 
Courts of Justice, S ar all other reps 
not possible to mak 
considering 
point 
ropriate 


to the Spanish Consul-Genera] at Gibraltar r 


instructions 


1ieént manr 


Madrid, 23rd August, 1944 


<ANNIC Trey! . * 
TANNIC MAJSSTY'S EMBASS 


ISLATION 
MINISTRY OF FORSIGN AFFAIRS 
Bl. R4 G1 1 


No. 697 


The Ministry for Foreign Affairs present th 


nplimen to His Sritann Majesty's in 


to their Note Verbale } 59 of the 16t. 
triation c Z. of Spanish refugees in Gib: 
the reguest, altho 
withdraw the genenal measures fixed for 
It is not pos ble, in effect, to li 
of the Courts of Justice by an important diminution 
jurisdictional con 2 That would be equivalent to 
establishing, without any possible justification, system of 
in favour of is grou 
particularly when it is clear to this Ministry that, « inly, at 
of n ons whose r atriation is requested, have 


continue to promote activities contrary 


accordance with the wishes manif 
he entry will be authorized 
quested, without ¢ ud 


ly to the Spanist thorities, 


In their Note No. 759 of June 16th, 1944, 
presented to the t ish Ministry of Foreign Affairs a 
nationals Spain a Pugees during the 

Civil War w to Gibraltar, where they are still resident. 
The Bmbassy as. whether they could be furnished with a 
in respect of 3 he persons tr in the event of 
returning to Spain no reprisais of kind, direct or indirec 
would be taken against t r >c our their rticipation in 


Civil 


that in the event 
would be subject to the judicial treatment as all other 
Spanish repatriates, it Deing in ssible any exception 


isting regulations in their favour. 


On April 14th, however, in an official notice published 


press, cial arrangements ¥ ed for 


BN/712/24.5.45. 


Subject:- Francisco GARCIA Infante. 
06/149). 


St. Mary's Schools 

42 yrs. Born 11.1.05. 
Employed CC Dept. DY. 
Spanish 

Married, 


Address 
Age 

Trade 
Nationality 
Status 


oe 60 te oe oe 


2. Franciseo GARGIA Infante was a refugee in Gibralter 
living’ at the St. Mary's Senools Centre. He is fond of 
drinking, and spent a lot of time in the Campana. He 
belonged to no refugee organisation, 


3. He visited Police Permits on two oecasions in April, 
asking 4f he could obtain permission to go to Spain and 
return, giving as reason the need to undergo an operation 

on his ears: This exeuse sounded rather weak, and he was 
told that he could get the best treatment: possible here in 
Gibraltar, and that he wonld not be allowed to return to 
Gibraltar if he left, (Source states also that he knows 

of no infirmity of GARCIA's that would warrant an operation. ) 


4, On 1.5.45 GARCIA ealled az at Police Permits and 
asked to be allowed to leave for Spain via Fourt Corners, 
He handed in his Identity Card and was given a note to 
enable him to-yass the Police post. at the Mrontier. 


ae 
5, ‘GARGIA is understood ta have been arrested in La Linea 
a few days: ago, was Imprisoned, n munieado for a 
time, and beaten. on ji i owed to see hig, 
he was erying asa result of the trentment he had reeeived, 


1. Source understands that so far four refugees have 
returned to Spain under the terms of the Political Amnesty 
published about three weeks or so ago. 


2. He has been told thet one of these men (name not 
known) has recounted his experience on arrivai as follows: 


3. Hn arrival he was taken to the Comisaria de Policia, 
and was there interviewed by the Comisario, who spoke to 
him in these terms: “We know that you are inimical to our 
Regime, or you would have returned to Spain before. we 
realise that you have returned to Spain not from a feeling 
or friendship for the Government, but in your ow interests 
and for your own convenience, and trusting in our promise 
that nothing would happen to you. Well, we ave keeping 
our promise and you have nothing to fear. But we warn you 
that mow you are here you must inform us of all that is 
being thought by your other friends who have remained in 
Gibraltar, and what sort of propaganda they have. Further- 
more, if any “pasquines" (leaflets clandestinely placed on 
street walls) appenr in La Linea, bearing m opaganda against 
our regime, you will be held responsible," 


4. Source points out that the returning refugees are 
thus exonerated from all previous political activities, 
but are likely to find themselves held as a sort of 
hostage for the cesaation of left-wing activity in La 
Linea. 


Colonial Secretariat, 
M0.5-015/86. Gibraltar. 
“SF Sane, 1945. 
- 


SL 
> sa Pty ples Lee, 
ar 45 S 
gore In your letter of the 6th June (No.88960/45) 


you mentioned the question of the possible removal to 
Spain of the Spanish refugees in Gibraltar. I referred 
b 4.to this matter briefly in my letter of the llth June. 
ra Wo 


Ss I now enclose for your information copies of 

I two reports which I received from the Defence Security 
Officer. The men referred to in the reports returned 
to Spain following instructions received by the Spanish 
Consul- General here from his Government to the effect 
that the return of the Spanish political refugees in 
Gibraltar would be authorised under cértain conditions. 
I enclose a translation of these instructions which 
were brought to the notice of the refugees at the 
request of the Spanish Consul-General. In view of this 
unpromising start the prospects of any appreciable 
number of refugees returning to Spain in response to 
any offer or undertaking by the Spanish authorities 
cannot be regarded as bright. 


Din Brae FY 
< -_——~ 


a 
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S.E.V.Luke, Esq., 

Colonial Office, 

Downing Street, 
LONDON, S.W.1. 


COPY. 


BN/712/24.5.45. 


Subject:- Francicso GARCIA Infante 


06/149). 


Address : St.Mary's Schools 
Age :. 42 yrs. Born 11.1.035. 
Trade Hmployed CC Dept DY. 
Nationality : Spanish 

Status : Married. 


2. Francisco GARCIA Infante was a refugee in Gibraltar living at the 
St.Mary's Schools Centre. He is fond of drinking, and spent a lot of 
time in the Campana. He belonged to no refugee organisation, 


5. He visited Police Permits on two occasions in April, asking if he 
could obtain permission to go to Spain and return, giving as reason 
the need to undergo an operation on his ears. This excuse sounded 
rather weak, and he was told that he could get the best treatment 
possible here in Gibraltar, and that he would not be allowed to 
return to Gibraltar if he left. (Source states also that he knows of 
no infirmity of GARCIA's that would warrant an operation). 


4. On 1.5.45. GARCIA called again at Police Permits and asked to be 
allowed to leave for Spain via Four Corners. He handed in his Identity 
Card and was given a note to enable him to pass the Police Post at 

the Frontier, 


5. GARCIA is understood to have been arrested in La Linea a few days 
ago, was imprisoned, held incomunicado for a time, and beaten, When 
his wife was allowed to see him, he was crying as a result of the 
treatment he had received. 


OFY. 


Source understands that so far four refugees have returned 
to Spain under the terms of the Political Amnesty published 
about three weeks or sO ago. 


2. He has been told that one of these men (name not known) has 
recounted his experiences on arrival as follows: 


35. On arrival he was taken to the Comisaria de Policia, and was 

there interviewed by the Comisario, who spoke to him in these terms: 
"We know that you are inimical to our Regime, or you would have 
returned to Spain before. We realise that you have returned to Spain 
not from a feeling of friendship for the Government, but in your 

own interests and for your own convenience, and trusting in our 
promise that nothing would happen to you. Well, we are keeping our 
promise and you have nothing to fear. But we warn you that now you are 
here you must inform us of all that is being thought by your other 
friends who have remained in Gibraltar, and what sort of propaganda 
they have. Furthermore, if any "pasquines" (leaflets clandestinely 
placed on street walls) appear in La Linea, bearing propaganda against 
our regime, you will be held responsible," 


4, Source points out that the returning refugees are this exonerated 
from all previous activities, but are likely to find themselves held 
as a sort of hostage for the cessation of left-wing activity in La 
Linea, 
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TRANSLATION, 


Telegram No.71019 from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs addressed to 
the Consul General for Spain at Gibraltar. 


Your Excellency will be guided by the following instructions in 
regard to exiles who wish to return to Spain:- 


(1) Any petitions received will be given special preference and 
you will provisionally detail as many of your staff as possible to 
deal with them so that their despatch may be expedited. 


(2) Each exile will present a sworn declaration drawn up on the 
lines of the model quoted below and these will be transmitted by 
telegraph to this Ministry who will reply in the same manner. 


(5) This having been done, you will be able to issue .a Spanish 
passport which will also serve for travel abroad. When the person 
concerned arrives at his, proposed place of residence in Spain his sole 
obligation will be to present himself within a term of 5 days to the 
Civil Governor or Chief of Police or, failing these, to the Mayor or 
the Commandant of the Civil Guard. 


The sworn declaration which each petitioner will present must bear 
his name, two surnames, place and date of birth, a declaration that he 
is and considers himself Spanish, the name of his parents, profession, 
whether married or single, his exact place of meeivence before the 
18th July 1936, the place where he resided during the Civil War and 
a brief indication of the services he rendered during the war; the 
date he left Spain, the place in Spain where he wishes to reside, the 
names of the members of his family who wish to be repatriated with him, 
an indication,if possible, of two or more solvent persons residing in 
Spain who know him and any other such statements as each one may wish 
to make. 


On forms which will be printed for this purpose you will include, 
on the reverse, the following conditions for exemption from political 
responsibility:- 


(1) All those are exempt from responsibility who merely played a 
combatant part in the Republican Army as well as those who exercised 
any command and are not otherwise implicated. 


(2) All those are exempt from responsibility who were not 
responsible, either by induction or by complication, of assassinations 
and who were not voluntary members of execution squads; those who 
have committed crimes not included in the preceding paragraph will 
legalise their position by remaining at liberty. 


(3) Those in Spain who were condemned by Tribunals to sentences of 
less than 20 years have been set free; those sentenced to periods of 
imprisonment varying from 20 years and 1 day to 5O years can also 
be considered by Tribunals which have been specially set up for this 
purpose if their conduct, state, health, etc. justify measures of 
clemency, These measures will similarly apply to exiles. 


(4) If any exile should enter Spain with the previous authorisation 
of the Government because he is considered exempt from responsibility 
or under a limited responsibility, and an error should be discovered 
later which renders him liable to grave responsibility, he will be 
permitted to return to his place of origin abroad if he so desires, 


Special attention will be drawn to this last point which is an 
extraordinary measure of unprecedented generosity, as also to the fact 
that those who have participated in the form set out above in 
assassinations should not return to Spain and, if they do so, they are 
to be informed that they are not exempt from responsibility. In order 
to facilitate issues, I should stress that the following are not L 

exemp’ 


exempt from responsibility although they may derive the same 
measures of clemency as those in similar circumstances actually 

in Spain: all those who formed part of illegal tribunals which 

were responsible for atrocities or cruelties or who acted against 

the natural principles of law in force before the 18th July 1936, 

as well as those who agreed with foreigners on the sale or cession 
of national territory or who are responsible for the expoliation or 
extraction from national territory of treasures or works of art which 
were national property, unless restitution in sufficient measure to 
cancel their responsibility is effected, 


Your Excellency may consult me telegraphically in doubtful 
cases as the Council of Ministers in their desire to grant 
the greatest measure of facilities has agreed that these cases 
should be dealt with as quickly as possible. Once a passport has 
been granted, you should send by post corresponding forms with 
documents and photographs and you should telegraph the approximate 
date and frontier through which the persons concerned will be 
entering Spain, For the grant of a passport it will be sufficient for 
the documents presented by the person concerned and his declaration 
to show clearly his national status. There should be no doubt either 
of his being a Spaniard or of his identity, even if the document in 
question was issued by a Central Spanish Government or its representa- 
tive abroad when the latter Govérnment may have been distinct from 
the present Government of Spain. 


aad 


rrazona § 


+... With Mr. Paul Mason's Compliments. 
in PORSIGN OFFICE, (Refugee Department), 
3, Cleveland Row, 


St. James's, S.W.1. 


CONFIDENTIAL. 10th April,1945. 


I have a rather troubl né proposition to put to you, 
which I think that I mentioned in passing some time ago, but 
on which I should now be grateful for your advice, 


You may perhaps remember that last autwm I had a good 
deal of discussion with your Aéministration (I think with Dr. 


Kullman) regarding some Spanish political refugees who had been 
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evacuated in 1940 on security and defence grounds from 
Gibraltar to Jamaica. I am not dealing with that party of 
refugees at the moment, and only mention them to say, that 

at the time when they were evacuated to Jamaica, a mich larger 
number of other Spanish refugees were allowed to remain in 
Gibraltar where they were employed on work of various kinds. 


These remaining refugees, all males, numbered 464 persons, 
and the question of their future has now become an urgent one 
since, as you will know, there are many Gibraltarians (who 
were also evacuated in the earlier part of the war) now in 
Northern Ireland, and bothithe United Kingdom Government ané 
the Gibraltar Authorities are faced with their repatriation. 
Conditions in Gibraltar are so congested that every inch of 
living space will be required if these Gibraltarians are to 
return home, and the Governor of Gibraltar feels, therefore, 
that he has no option but to seek the removal of the Spanish 
refugees who have remained there. 


Sir Herbert imerson, GC. IE. ,X.C.5,1,,0,88., 
Intergovernmental Committee on Refugees, 
11D, Regent Street, 


S.W.16 


We have been considering what could be done to find 
alternative accommodation for these Spaniards and, after 
ascertaining that there was no possibility of housing them 
elsewhere in British colonial territory, we began to look 
for possible places of settlement abroad, ve had some 
reason to think that the Venezuelan Government were ready 
to agree to the entry of refugees whom they regarded as 
suitable, and that for various reasons they mig 
political refugees from Spain. ye went so far, 
time ago, as to sound privately our Anbassador at Caracas on 
this subject, and he replied that he thought that it might 
be worth while approaching the Venezusian Govermment on the 
subject. 


We have not yet actually approacheé the Venezuelan 
Government, and before doing so, I felt that I should ask 
privately for your opinion whether the fate of these refugees 
is likely to be a matter of concern to the Intergovernmental 


Committee on Refugees and whether the Comnittee would wish 
to take a hand in, or even to be responsible for, the question 
of transferring them from Gibraltar. 


We have obtained from Gibraltar a iist of the men in 
question and of their documentation and I enclose it herein, 
I should be grateful if you could return it in due eourse as 
it is my only copy. You will see that the party nuubers, 
as I said earlier, 461 males and that their families are 
scattered in various places, some either close at hand in 
Spain or in what were presumably their original homes in that 
country, others at places like Tangier and Casablanca, while 
a certain number are actually in this country. You will also 
see, from the enclosure, that the Gibraltar Authorities consider 
that these men may be regarded as genuine political refugees 
at the present stage, in that it would be difficult for them 
to return under the present régime, whatever the situation may 
have been when they actually left Spanish territory, in many 
eases nearly nine years ago. 


The problem has this extra complication in that the 
Governor of Gibraltar has parbicularly asked whether facilities 
could be given for wives and families “in the heighbourhood" 
to accompany the refugees if arrangements for their removal 
are made. we do not know at the moment what extra number 
of people would thus be involved, and are asking the Governor 
to give us information about the size of the family in each 
case. It would clearly be only humane to arrange, if possible, 
for these men to be joined by their families, and we should 
even hope that such arrangements could extend to families 
who are not “in the heighbourhood", for instance, those 
families now in this country. 


It is, of course, unsatisfactory to have to remove 
refugees still further away from their original homes, but, 
short of a major internal change in Spain (and it would be 
unsafe to bank upon this at any given moment) it seems most 


Goubdtful that they could return there and, as I said above, 
it is really an urgent matter to remove them from Gibraltar. 


I am sorry to bother you with this problem and with so 
long a letter, but I should be most grateful for your views, 
both on the question of any interest which the Intergovernmental 
Committee on Refugees may have in the matter and from the 
standpoint of your wide experience of such questions. z 
should make it quite clear that I am not, at this stage, 
suggesting that the matter should be brought to the notice of 
the Executive Committee, 


I only adé that if you would like to discuss the matter 


with myself and with the Colonial Office Officials concerned, 
we shall be entirely at your disposal. 


(Signed) PAUL MASON. 
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SAVING. 

TO Secretary of State for the Colonies. 
FROM Governor Gibraltar, 

No,130 SECRET. 

Date. 17.35.45. 


Your telegram Secret No.169 of the 13th March. 
Spanish refugees in Gibraltar. 


I attach a list of 461 Spanish refugees all of whom 
are males, As stated by Commissioner of Police in his 
notes the date of arrival shewn in column 3 is the date 
on which these persons came to stay in Gibraltar and did 
not return, These dates may therefore be regarded as 
those on which they left Spain, It is probable that all 
these persons would be liable to arrest if they returned 
to Spain and may therefore be regarded as genuine 
political refugees, 


It will be observed that the families of these 
persons are scattered in various places but that a number 
of them are resident in La Linea, I will obtain 
particulars of numbers so resident but this will take a 
little time, I should be glad to know whether facilities 
could be given for wives and families in the neighbourhood 
to accompany the refugees if arrangements for their 
removal are made, 


Governor, 


oe 


SAVING. 


To Secretary of State for the Colonies. 


From Governor Gibraltar. —— 


, 


No. !30 SECRET. 


Date: 17.5.45. 


yy 
Your telegram Secret No,169 of the 13th March, 
Spanish refugees in Gibraltar. 


I attach a list of 461 Spanish refugees all of whom 
are males. As stated by Commissioner of Police in his notes 
the date of arrival shewn in column 3 is the date on which 
these persons came to stay in Gibraltar and did not return. 
These dates may therefore be regarded as those on which they 
left Spain. It is probable that all these persons would be 
liable to arrest if they returned to Spain and may therefore be 
regarded as genuine political refugees. 


It will be observed that the families of these persons 
are scattered in various places but that a number of them are 
resident in La Linea. I will obtain particulars of numbers 
so resident but this will take a little time. Ishould be glad 
to know whether facilities could be given for wives and families 
in the neighbourhood to accompany the refugees if arrangements 
for their removal are made, 


Governor. 
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HIS Majesty’s {Ambessedor 
presents his compliments tog,M@.P?.S of &. for Affai 
and has the honour to transmit to him the under-mentioned 


documents. 
British... Embassy 
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Reference to previous correspondence 


dour teleg lo. 44 of 19/2/45 ‘ 
Description of Enclosure. 


Name and Date. Subject. 
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With the Comp!iments 
of the 
er Secretary of State | 
for Foreign Aitairs 3479 21952—1 (4) 
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Saati EP), TREASURY CHAMBERS, 
GREAT GEORGE STREET, 
LONDON, S8.W.1. 
13th March, 1945. 


Dear Mi ’ 


37 I refer to Mason's letter to you of 6th March 
. about Spanish refugees in Gibraltar, in particular 
to the reference to the Treasury in the penultimate 


paragraph. 


as I did not take any action on the previous 

2) B&B veterence in Mason's letter of 19th January because 
the question of ways and means of transportation 
seeme) to be one for M.W.T. rather than the Treasury. 
I have now had a word with Mason who explained 
that he had in mind not so much the means of trans- 
portation as the allocation of expenditure thereon. 

that I am afraid that on present information 

I have no suggestion to make, but we shall, of 
course be prepared to consider sympathetically 
any proposals which may be made to us by the interested 
Departments. 


I am sending a copy of this to Mason. 
Yours sincerely, 


UA o—— 


v 


G.C. Miles, Esq., 
Colonial Office. 
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Secretary of State 


No. LOT swims 


Your telegram No.7. 
Spaniards in Gibraltar. 
Grateful if you wuld supply by earliest 


possible mail particulars of Spaniards, 


“i luding date of leaving Spain, statsement—thet, 
we OL 
maiegre genuine political refugees, and family 


particulars (ise. ages and whether men, women 
or children), If occupation can be given 
without delay or any other useful information 


from point of view of emigration, grateful if 


FURTHER ACTION, this could be added, Question of possibility 
Copy to ; 
~ of removal to Venezuela is under discussion, 


Refugee Department, 
Foreign Office, 
3, Cleveland 

St. James's 


S.Wel. 


FOREIGN OFFICE, (Refugee Department), 


(WR 484/16/48) 3, Cleveland Row, 
St. James's, 


@PSECRED S.W.1. 
6th March, 1945. 


Dear Miles, in g 20l 


ai) You will now have seen Caracas telegram No. 41 of the 
16th February, sent to you under reference No. WR 484/16/48, 
in which our Ambassador says he thinks that it would be 
worth while sounding the Venezuelan Government sbout taking 
the Spanish refugees in Gibraltar. As I have told you 
orally I think we should want to inform the United 

States Government beforehénd or perhaps simultaneously. 


The first step is, however, I think to make quite 
sure whet, if any, interest in the fate of these people 
the Intergovernmental Committee on Refugees may take, 
since on this may depend not only the actusl question of 
moving them outside British territory but also the modus 
Operandi. In order to consult them, I think, however, that 
we Ought to give them pretty full details of the way in 
which these Spaniards came to reach Gibraltar, together 
with the relevant date, particulars of the persons involved 
and any other elucidatory points. Could you perhaps let 
me have at your early convenience @ short memorandum 
giving these points, so that I may be fully briefed to 
discuss the matter with them either in writing or round 
a table? Perhaps you would prefer a discussion with 
them at which you were present. I may say that I did mention 
the matter some weeks &go very much en passant to the 
Director of the Intergovernmental Committee and derived 
the impression that they did not feel the responsibility 


to/ 


G.C. Miles Esgq., 
Colonial Office. 


to be theirs: but we ought to be sure about this and for 
that purpose they ought to be in possession of the facts. 

I ought perhaps to make it clear that I am not contemplating 
raising the matter formally with the Executive Committee 

of the Intergovernmental Committee (that might prowoke 

a rather awkward discussion) but simply asking the Director 
to give me his considered views. 


Incidentally, you will remember from my letter of the 
19th January (W 70/16/48) that we said that the foreign 
Office would have to disclaim financial liability in tackling 
this matter, and 1 suggested that the Treasury, to whom 
I sent a copy of my letter in question, would quite likely 
have views about ways and means of transportation for these 
Spaniards to Latin-Americea. In replying to that letter 
(your letter 88905/21/45 of the lst February) you did not say 
whether you had been in touch with the Treasury on this 
point or whether you had sent a copy of your reply to them. 

I do not know whether you have actually been in touch with 
them on the matter. 


I am sending a copy of this letter to Winnifrith at 
the Treasury and to Sir Findlater Stewart's Office at 
Norfolk House. 


Lfouns Sen coved 
Tut nase 
gt ars: 


(P. Mason) 
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No, 23 
44th February, 194.5 D. 2.10 am 15th February, 1945 


Repeated to Washington No 


SECRET 


é 473 a four hundred 
and seventy: athe ish poli DEG s ig m rity of wh 
at any rate have t the sent 
ware 


2, Governor of Gi ar | repi rts that continued 
presence there of these Spaniards se S ipedes return to 
colony of Gibraltarians at present in ited Ki since many 
of them will be unable to find accomodation unless Spaniards 
are first moved out. Colonial Office 1 
find temporary destination for Spaniards elsewhere in Colonial 
territory. . 


3 ibe these circumstances (and since Spaniards in 
are not within A. mandate) we are faced 
finding alternative destination for them, at le 
elsewhere, and Latin America seems to offer one 
fields, 


4. We have the impre on that Venezuelan Gov 
have recently shown willing to encoura 
of refugees into Vene re » at meeting of U.N.R.RA. 
Council at Montreal 1. 3 nezuelan del te warmly 
championed cause of Spanish republicans. 


5. In view of o we should be grateful to Je rn 


respond favourably to a suggestion that these Spanish refug 66S 
should be received in nezuela. fou should not (repeat not) 

7@ sound Venezuelan Government or any of your 
colleagues thot before any approach were made to Venezuelan 
Government we should think it right to explain position to 
United States Government. 


6 Grateful for an early reply, Ry 


19 FEB iga5 


~8. 0. F 


¥ 
~<enay 


FOREIGN OFFICE 
(Refugee Dept.) 
3,Cleveland Row, 

St. James's, 
o.0 4. 
29th January,1945. 


(WR 194/16/48) 


Dear Miles, 


ter 88905/21/45 of the 19th 
January about the possibility of 
further Spaniards trying to escape 
to Gibraltar? 


9,0 Would you please refer to your 
let 


There has been no change in the 
position as it was estimated in 
Mason's letter of 5th October, unless 
perhaps in the sense tnat the 
prospects of civil disorder in Spain 
appear even more remote today than 
they did then. Recent events have 
shown that the vast majority of the 
Spanish are desperately anxious to 
avoid a recurrence of civil war. 


Y sees Ane, 
fancies ihe in 


(I.L. Henderson) 


G.C. Miles,Esq., 
Colonial Office. 
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We are very sorry to have to return 
this neQative reply to your pappesal Buy 
we cannot help feeling that the suggestion 
made in para 6 of your letter offers the 
best hopes of a solution, and at the same 
time one more likely to be acceptable to 
the refugees themselves. We hope, therefore 
that you will agree to pursue this proposal 


as urgently as possible. General Eastwood, 
a 
who ve ot > 
wn darren 
grey urgent it is to find a solution in view 
of the very strong feeling on the subject 
lie 
held by ,Gibraltarians, many of whom cannot 


has again emphasised 


under present conditions return to the 


Re 
Colony owing to gaaua shortage of 


accommodation. 
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HOPE OF DISCUSSION AT THE COLONIAL OFFICE OM 2hth JANUARY ,1945~ 


Present : Sir Arthur Dawe (in the Chair) 
Sir Ralph Eastwood (Covernor of Gibraltar) 
re 


. ky. Miles 


REPATRIATION 


The Governor stated that there was now 4 garrison of some 
16,000 on the Reck and that all civil living accommodation waa 
full, Transit centres which had been established to receive 
people on return before they were allocated to accommedation 
were now full of residents for whom there was no accommodation 
available, ‘he medical staff strongly objected to further 
returns, Seven and eleven adults, in some cases, were living 
in one room. Gibraltar had exceeded the rate of reception 
originally agreed between General Zastwood's predecessor -and 
the Colonial Office. The Government had recently initiated a 
schene for receiving from Northern Ireland these who could 
denonstrate by application that they had accommodation to which 
they could return. ‘This accomodation would at present be 
occupied and it would be necessary to turn out the occupants andj 
to find accommodation for them in same detantings area. At 
present the drainages, qad-the water, clectsicity and gas supplies! 
were unduly strained? A house to house check was being carried 
out sinmaltaneously both by the Resettlement Board and by the 
association of Civil Rights, availeble housing had been 
reduced by 500 buildings lost hy enemy action, 2,500 Gibraltaria, 
who formerly lived in la Linea had to be acconmedated in 
Gibraltar, There were 500 Spaniards occupying accosnmedation an 
the Governor had been uressed to put them under canvas so that 
this accommodation might be used by Cibraltarians, The Severnor 
had sent Major Patrong to investigate the possibility of using 
four Pute hotels in Tangier which at present were empty. This 
might mean accommodation for a further 800. te had not yet 
received Major Patron¢'s report. The Governor had alse in mind 
the possibility of again using hotels in ladeira. ferporary 
housing was planed far the ecconmmdation of some 1,000 persom, 
The Governor did not think that this could be ready in less than 
six months. ile asked that the Colonial Office would endeavour 
to obtain priority for the supplies for which indents had been 
sent to the Grarn Agents, The Governor agreed that it would be 
possible, by new building, to use certain sites (he instanosd 
the Governor's lieadow on which possibly accommodation for 40« 
could be provided and the Alomeda). It would, however, be two 
years, in the Governor's estimtion, before buildings could be 
comple ted. ,, 


The Governor then stated that the. fundamental gestion was 
whether Gibralter in the future was to be a Glass A base and 
whether the civil population mpuld be fixed at a mximm figuwe 
and controlled at that figure. le mentioned, as an illustrution, 
that in the event of an attack on Gibraltar, half ite present 
infentry strength would be required to control .the civil pombatin 
who would panic. On a recent air-raid sccidentally 
sounded in Cibraltar, all the population had dropped what they 
were doing and rushed.to the shelters, 


The 


The Governor stated that of the land available for 
Duilding, ise. land outside military land, three-quarters was 
in private ownership and could only be acquired at a cost 
which mst be regarded as prohibitive, The problem therefore 
must. be to rebuild on Governent-owmed lend and to arrange 
vith the War Office to transfer land to the Colonial 
Goverment. It might also mke further building spsce 
possible if both the existing Govemor's residences’ were 
given up end one new houne were built for the Governor. 

he ght limit, which was formerly imposed, could now be 
disreganied, Sky-serapers, however, were not practicable 
owing to sani foundations. 


The Governor considered it of great importance that a 
trickle, at least, of returming evacuees should be maintained, 


he appointment of the Coemissioner was then discussed 
land the Governor agreed to the draft terms of reference which 
have already been prepared. As regards the cost of the 
Jommission, it was agreed that this might be met from 
sdbraltex Government funds, but that if the Governor found 
that there was strong feeling about it in Gibraltar, the 
queation of appl) to Imperial f might again be 
considered, It wxeed that it sirable to make a 
statement about the appointment of a Commissioner as early as 
possible; that the questions of using hadeira and Tangier 
shovld also be cleared up as apeedily as practicable, and 
that an armouncement should be made in the Howe of Commons, 
aa soon as the Commissioner's appointment was arranged, giving 
the terms of reference. 


It was mentioned to the Governor that the original 
proposals for the appointuent of a Commissioner included the 
Suggestion that two officers should accompany the Coumissioner, 
Details were given of these officers, but it was explained 
to the Governor that in view of the approach to 
Six Pinlater Stewart, there was no finality reached on this 
point, ‘he Governor saw no objection to sugh officers 
accompanying the Coumissioner, He also agreed tint the 
Coumiesioner might first proceed to Northern Ireland and 
thereafter to Gibraltar, 


The application of the British Council for sanction for 
a visit to Gibraltar by Miss Whitehorn was mentioned and 
discussed, The Governor felt that in view of the forthcoming 
viedt by the Commissioner and aleo in view of the very touchy 
ptate of feeling in Gibralter, it would be advisable not to 
heree to this visit at the moment. It was agreed to inform 
{he British Couneil suitably that we did not desire this 

t to be made at the present time. 


\pandar’s in oitmal tar. 


the Yoreign oftice letter of Ith. Janvary 44S a) wd \ws 
egarding the request from the Colonial Office for arrange- (i (a? 2 
ents to be made for the disposal of Spaniards in Gibraltar y 
us read to the Governor. It was agreed that it was unlikely 
hat accommodation could be found for these Spaniards in 
ritish colonies, and that the suggestion of their movexent 
> Veneguala or Mexico should be pressed on the I 
ffiee with a view to further exploration, The G 


stated that these Spaniards } been in Gibralter since before the 
evacuation and, in the 1, Were employed in the dockyard, ‘they 
included seme who were not primarily political refugees. It was 
agreed to ‘com the Cibraltar Covernment that, after discussions 
xnor, the Fore; f had been asked to explore 
ossibilities of making arrangements for these Spania 


p event of trouble in Spain, 


therve was an outbreak in 
It was not possible in p: 
oniaris in the « 
ans themselves were unable to 
coumodation, but because he had neither the 
to cope with a substantial inrush 
letter shoul 
for a reply but informing 
the steps whi 2 jor proposed to take and 
those steps. 
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FOREIGN OFFICE (Refugee Department), 
3, Cleveland Row 
St. James's, § 


= 
(WR 70/16/48) 19th January, 1945. ECEIVED 
SECRET. 20 JAN1945 


“es | 0.0. REQY | 
Deas he's, 


I am writing with reference to Gibraltar telegram 
No. 7 of the 4th January about the 473 Spanish political 
refugees still in Gibraltar and regarding our conversation 
the other day. I understood from you that the 
Governor of Gibraltar is likely to be home towards the end 
of the present week and that he will wish to discuss 
possibilities while here on leave. 


Ze We have not, I am afraid, pursued very actively 
this point as originally raised in your Top Secret letter 
of the 25th September last (88905,0/44). In the first 
plece, we had the urgent problem (for which a satisfactory, 
if temporary solution was found) of the Spaniards from 
Jamaica. In the second place, the question of other 
Spanish political refugees (in France) has been, under 
consideration and we had some doubts about trying to deal 

in isolation with ea further party. Finally, it is, 
of course, extremely aifficult to know what to do with the 
Spaniards now in Gibraltar, and almost any solution is 
pound to result in a certain amount of odium to His 
Majesty's Government, since we are always trying to find 
destinations for refugees in other territory, and there 
is bound to be some comment if we now remove some from 
our own. However, this latter point is clearly eased by 
the fact that we should only be moving them in order to 
allow British subjects to go home, and in any case, it is 
clear that the problem is now an urgent one and we must 
deal with it as best as we Cane 


ae As regards possible destinations. We can, I 
suppose, rule out the question of their coming to this 
country in exchange for the Gibraltariens who will return, 


& 


since I do not suppose that the Home Office would look at 


/such 
G.C. Miles, Esq., 
Colonial Office. 


such a possibility. Again, there does not seem to be 
a chance of their being admitted into any other 
European country. We feel, for instance, that the 
idea of sending them to join the large number of Spanish 
political refugees now in France would cause serious 
political complications, Finslly, we do not feel that 
it is possible to send the Spaniards from Gibraltar to a 
North African camp, as was done in the case of the party 
from Jamaica. These camps are now all under U.N.R.R.A. 
supervision; the refugees do not fall within the 
U.N.R.R.A. mandate and it would only be embarrassing in 
the extreme to U.N.R.R.A. if we tried to saddle. them 
with these people, even as a temporary solution. 


4, I should like to know whether the Colonial 
Office have considered the possibility of settling 
these people, at least temporarily, in some other 
British colonial territory. If this were possible, 
it would have many advantages, among them being that thereby 
we should be freed from any odium which ill-informed or 
unfriendly opinion, for instance in the United States, 
might place on us by suggesting that we were expelling 
refugees from British territory. We very much hope that 
there might be some possibility of reaching a solution 
on these lines. 


5; The second alternative would perhaps be to 
ask the Dominions Governments whether they would take 
the party for the time being, At first sight, this 
does not look a very promising possibility. 


6. The only other solution that we can think of 
would be to. send them to some foreign country outside 
Europe. A Latin-American country would perhaps be the 


/vest. 


best. We have some reason to think that the Venezuelan 
Government are anxious to encourage immigration and 
certainly their representative on the D -ed, Persons 
Conmittee at the U.N.R.R.A. Council meeting at Montreal 
last autumn was a vociferous champion of the Spanish 
Republicans, Incidentally, our present Ambassador in 
Venezuela, Sir George Ogilvie-Forbes, was for some time 
Chargé d'Affaires in Spain during the civil war and 
probably has a good deal of the background of the Spanish 
refugee problem as a ole. Alternatively, it might be 
possible to consider asking Mexico, where as you know there 
are numbers of Spanish Republicans already. 


Le I emphasise that this suggestion of Latin-America 
would not be so satisfactory as would resettlement in our 
own colonial territory, but it is the best that we can 
think of if it is quite certain that the other plan is 
impracticable, 


8. As regards ways and means of transportation for 
these people to Latin-America, if that is agreed to be the 
only solution, no doubt the Treasury would have views, and 
I am sending a copy of this letter to Winnifrith. I 
assume that they would have to take advantage of one of the 
ordinary Spanish shipping lines to South Averica, and that 
His Majesty's Government would not be able to make special 
transport facilities available, but I should like to know 
what you think about this. It is perhaps a question of 
whether the Intergovernmental Committee on Refugees should 
be asked whether they would be prepared to pay or assist 
in paying for transportation and other incidental expenses. 
I do not know whether they would agree, and if they were so 
inclined in principle, they might well think it necessary 
to bring the matter before their Executive Committee when 
we might possibly have to face some criticism, of our 
"expulsion" of these refugees from British territory. 


9. The above represents the position generally as we 
see it, and I should be grateful for your views on the 
subject as soon as you can furnish them, I expect that we 


/shall 


shall have to have some discussion after the Governor 
of Gibraltar reaches London, but the above will at 
least show that we have been giving some thought to 
this problem. Any solution other than that of 
resettling these people in British territory will, of 
course, involve an approach to the foreign Government 
concerned and, if they concurred in principle, it would 
no doubt still take a little time to fix up the actual 
transportation. 


10. We assume that any expenditure from public 
funds in the removal of these refugees from Gibraltar 
to other territories will be borne by the Colonial 
Office, and we must make it clear that no acceptance 
of financial liability by the Foreign Office is 
implied by such part as we may play in tackling this 
problem, 


Y ans Sincerch 


Yaak farms 
aut be 


(P. Mason) 
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88905.C. /4y 
‘OP _SECRi 
Dear Mason, 


May I refer to our conversation of this morning 
in regard toSpaniards evacuated from Gibraltar with 
the civilian population. In 1940, because of 
necessities of defence, the whole civil population of 
Gibraltar, except: those whose’ work was essential for 
defence purposes, was compulsorily svacuated, Some 
came to this country,: some went, to Madeira and some 
went to Jamaica. With them were evacuated 
& number of Spaniards who, happened to be in Gibraltar 
as political refugees from Spain. There are also at 
the moment in Gibraltar some. of these political 
refugees from Spain who, presumably because they! were 
working, were not evacuated in 190, Owing to lack of 
accommodation there are some 9,000 Gibraltarians now 
outside Gibraltar and unable to return, There is, of 
course intense feeling on the subject of priority of 
return, So much for the, background, The problems 
which we have to solve at the moment are:- 


(a) Arrangements have been made for thé 

Gibraltarians in Jamaica to return to Gibraltar, 
an¥ embark, on the 2nd October, With them are 98 

Spaniards. The Governor of Gibraltar is unable 

to accept these Spaniards because of his accommode-| 

tion difficulties, The Governor of Jamaica is 

unwilling to keep them, and the Ministry of Health 


and the Home Office cannot agree to their coming 
to this country. 


(b) There are in Gibraltar 473 Spaniards, On 
gee the subject of these I enclose copies of the 


/Governor's 
Ps MASON, ESQ. 


Governor's despatches No.53 of the 2nd August, 
and No.63 of the kth September. It is very 
desirable that .arrangements should be made as 
soon as possible for these Spaniards to leave 
Gibraltar in order to ease the accommodation 
problems of the legitimate population. ‘ 


(4) There are some 250 Spaniards in this count ry 
and in Northern Ireland who came with the 
evacuees, Though their problem is less urgent 

—it will have to be solved, It is unlikely that 
any but 28 small minority can be pErmitted to 
settle in Gibraltar. The small minority would be 

-@: few whose association with Gibraltar have 
covered a long period of time, 


I am, therefore, writing--to ask whether arrangement 
could be made as.a matter of immediate urgency to 
receive ‘the 98 Spaniards! from Jamaica in « Refugee 
Camp in Africa. If their’ reception can be 
agreed would it be possible to move them immediately 
on arrival in Gibraltar (somé’ time between the 2hth 
and the 27th of October)9 It seems quite clear that 
Gibraltar cannot make even temporary arrangements for 
their accommodation. 


Less urgently, as a decision is’ not’ a matter of 
hours.- can similar arrangements’ be made to receive 
the 473 Spaniards now in the°Colonyz Thirdly, would 
it be possible for: the Spaniards: now in this eountry to 
be transferred in the same way? Finally, assuming that 
the Governor is right and that further internal disorder 
occurs in Spain with the résult’ that Spaniards in danger 
of their lives ‘try to escape into Gibraltar, would it be 
practicable to arrange some’ means by which -they can be 
renoved ‘from Gibraltar immediately so -that no problem 
of accommodation falls ‘on the Gibraltar Government? It 
does:not seen to me thet ‘there is any means of doing 
this except by having ships ready for when the emergency 
arises.so that they can’ go straight on board. 


It is almost impossible to exaggerate the 
difficulties of the accommodation position in ‘Gibraltar 
at the moment, Before the war it was overcrowded and 

there 


there were bad slums conditions. Accommodation has 
been lost for a variety of reasons and there is 
obviously no prospect of getting the legitimate 
population rehoused without a heavy programme of 
rebuilding, So long as the legitimate population 
cannotsemicr the country of their domicile it seems 
clear that the point is reached whePexeharity must 
be limited by common sense and where the Government 
is really unable to offer hospitality to foreigners, 


I do not think we can hold over the Jamaica 
matter later than the 28th, I should, therefore, be 
very grateful if you could let me have any news by 
telephone, 


Yours sincerely, 


A. ( 
Ky 


reba on $9905 </H44 i 


On 25/9/44 I discussed with Mr. F. Adams 
(Ministry of Health) and Mr. W.B. Lyon (Home Office) the 
question of: 


(a) the 98 Spaniards in Jamaica; 
(bd) the 473 Spaniards in Gibraltar; and 
(ec) the 250 (approximately) Spaniards in the U.K. 


I pointed out that an urgent decision mst be taken on 

(a) and that the Governor of Gibraltar had represented 

very strongly that he could not take these 98 Spaniards 
into Gibraltar. I pointed out that because of difficulties 
of accommodation some 9,000 Gibraltarians were unable to 
return and that, apart from the present partics totalling 
about 1,890, it was impossible at present to make plans for 
any more to go back. Even 98 persons constituted a great 
problem for Gibraltar in the present conditions. Moreover, 
the return of 98 Spaniards at this juncture in view of the 
almost hysterical feeling in Gibraltar might lead to 
serious trouble, I felt, therefore, that if possible we 
ought to support the Governor of Gibraltar. There then 
remained Jamaica and this country. The Governor of 
Jamaica has stated that he was not prepared to keep then 
there, In Jamaica they could not work. It was desirable 
to clear out the whole Gibraltarian Evacuee Camp at once, 
if they were left behind problem of transporting this small 
number would be more difficult then a larger number (I heve 
previously discussed this with Mr, A.I. Anderson of the 
M.WeT.) and in view of the passage position they would have 
to remain there indefinitely. I was attracted by the 
solution of sending them to this country where such a small 
number could make no difference and where they could be 
joined with the 250 as a problem to be solved not quite so 
mach in a hurry. 


I pointed out that we had put strongly to 
Gibraltar the question of the Governor of Jamaica that 
Gibralter should take them back and I felt that there was 
nothing more we could say to Gibraltar on the point. The 
Governor of Gibraltar's reply was, I felt, convincing. 


Mr. Lyon, for the Home Office, and Mr. Adams, 


for the Ministry of Health, said that so far as their 
/Ministers 


Ministers were concerned they were quite unable to agree 

to these people coming to this country. Mr. Lyon said 
that in view of the policy laid down already this would 
constitute an exception which his Minister would-have to 
deal with personally. Mr. Adams said that he could not 
accept this party. The accommodation position in this 
country had already been explained, He had to resist any 
morc evacuees or refugees being brought into this country. 
If they were brought in they could only be put in Northern 
Ireland, and he felt that it would not be humane straight 
from Jamaica to Northern Ireland, He added that he was 
strongly opposed to these people being sent to Gibraltar. 
Great feeling had been aroused among the evacuees in this 
country on the question of Spaniards, some of whom had 
already got back to Gibraltar through mistakes in the lists 
received from Gibraltar. ‘There would undoubtedly be strong 
re-actions from the cvacuees here if it were known that 98 
Spaniards had got in ahead of them, . 


We then considered whether there was any 
alternative to them remaining in Jamaica, I explained 
that I had discussed the matter with Mr. Anderson of 
M.W.T. who thought that in view of the passage position from 
Jemaica and the fact that 98 was not large enough for a 
special ship, they might have to stay there a long time, 
The ship was not going to Gibraltar via the U.K. and if 
the Spaniards were going to a destination other than 
Gibraltar they would have to be unloaded in the U.S.A. which 
would need a deal of arranging. 


I then asked the meeting whether there was any other 
alternative to their remaining in Jamaica. Mr. Lyon said 
that he thought that both this party of 98 and the 
Gibraltar party of 473 might possibly be sent to a camp 
in North Africa (possibly Tedhela) maintained by U.N.R.R.A. 
for refugees who were unable to return to their own country. 
He suggested that I should get in touch with the Refugees 
Department in the Foreign Office, I then spoke on the 
telephone to Mr. P, Mason, Refugees Department, Foreign 
Office, 3, Cleveland Row, W.1, (Whitehall 5433) I put the 
case to hin, He said that it would have to be considered 
by the Intergovernmental Committee on Refugees. If we 
were to write to him urgently he would per to get. some sé6rt 
of'a'decision about the 98 in Jamaica within a few days, 
The points I put to him were: 


(a) if these 98 were sent to Gibraltar sas they 
e 


be transferred to a Refugee Camp rapidly? 


(bo) Similarly could the 473 in Gibraltar be dealt 
with in this way, though perhaps not so rapidly. 


I am, therefore, writing to Mr. Mason. It seens 
unlikely that we shall get a decision in time and if noth ing 
4s decided before the 27th September I think we shall have 
to telegraph to Jamaica and Gibraltar a decision that any 
Spaniards whom the Government of Gibraltar decides not to 
accept must remain in Jamaica until further notice, 


RECEIVED | 
28 AUGIS. 


SECRET. GIBRALTAR. 


3; August, 1944, 


, Siry 

RANG In a recent telegram (Top Secret No.665 

ah” of the 8th of August) I indicated that I should 

¥ be addressing you shortly on the question of 
Spanish political refugees in this Colony. You 
will be aware that during the civil war a number 
of refugees sought refuge in Gibraltar and that 
some of them were unwilling or unable to return 
to their own country after the conclusion of 
hostilities. There are still in fact some 473 
in the Colony. 

Their presence here and their undisguised 
antipathy to the present regime is naturally very 
unwelcome to our neighbours to whom they are 
objects of the deepest suspicion, every trivial 
incident (such as e.g. the theft of a flag from 
the Spanish Consul's car) being interpreted as an 
outward manifestation of some sinister "red" plot 
hatched on British soil. It has become an 
obsession. 

The position has been rendered rather more 
acute by the murder, recently, on Spanish soil 
(i.e. on the fore-shore across the Bay) of a 
Carabinero and the wounding of another; the 
assailants are believed to have landed in a 
rowing boat belonging to the Defence Security 
Police,which was stolen from its moorings, while 
the shooting is believed to have been effected 
with weapons stolen from a para-military 
establishment here. Neither theft was discovered 
until some time after the event and it is also 
established that two Spanish refugees are missing 
from the Colony; they are said to be violently 


The Right Honourable 
Oliver Stanley, P@., MC., MP., 
key key &e. 


Falanee 
antiviasgies and while there is no evidence 
whatsoevér to account for the crime.,it is 
reasonable to suppose that these two men were 
responsible for it. 

This has led to renewed charges of 
harbouring undesirables, if not of official 
complicity at a low level; the latter is, of 
course, sheer nonsense and I enclose a copy of the 
reply to the Consul-General's latest broadside, 
This rejoinder, bearing in mind the sabotage 
activities to which we have been exposed, could 
have been much terser, but I have no wish to 
exacerbate the situation. 

The fact remains that so long as we give 
asylum to individuals who are hostile to the 
present regime so long will they prove a source of 
embarrassment to local Anglo/Spanish relations; 
there is the further consideration that these 
people are occupying accommodation which is most 
urgently required for our evacuated civilians. 

His Majesty's Ambassador in Madrid is at 
present regotiating with the Ministry for 
Foreign Affairs in regard to the re-admission to 
Spain of those of the refugees against whom no 
criminal charge has been lodged; as to the 
ovhers, I can only urge that they be removed, by 
agreement, to some Latin American state. 


I have the honour to be, 
Sir, 
Your most obedient, 
humble Servant, 


(aap - 
oe ee Governor, 


Colonial Secretariat, 


Gibraltar, 


16th August, 1944, 


Sir, 


I am directed by the Governor to acknowledge receipt 
of your letter of the 3rd August 1944, together with its 
enclosure, 


It is understood that your apprehensions about the 
presence in Gibraltar of Spanish political refugees and 
the extent to which these constitute a potential 
embarrassment of Anglo/Spanish relationship, have been 
brought by you to the notice of the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs, and His Excellency proposes to take an early 
opportunity of so advising the Secretary of State for 
the Colonies. 


You are, I think, already aware that a nominal roll 
of Spanish nationals, now resident in Gibraltar, has 
already been supplied to His Majesty's Ambassador in 
Madrid, and that the latter is conferring with the 
Ministry as to the possibility of some of these persons 
being permitted to return to Spain, subject to an 
assurance that no punitive action will be taken against 
them, ‘ ; 


On the general question, you will, of course, 
understand that it is extremely difficult for His 
Excellency to pin a charge of subversive activities 
against the present regime in Spain on an individual, 
or group of individuals, in the absence of any definite 
proof and, although he has concerted searching enquiries, 
no such evidence is at present available. 


Sefior Don Ignacio de Muguiro, 
Consul General for Spain 


at Gibraltar, 


On the particular question of the murder of a 
Carabinero Which led up to this correspondence, 
General Eastwood observes that no evidence whatsoever 
can be adduced ‘wkkk to account for the crime, and 
certainly none to associate with its commission "certain 
officials of medium category" in this Fortress and Colony. 
He desires me to add that he has placed at your disposal, 
even at the risk of embarrassment to himself, all the 
information which is at present known, and has taken all 
possible steps to throw light, on this occurrence. 


Thr names of the two Spanish subjects missing 
from the Fortress, have been communicated to you as 
they have also been communicated to the United Kingdom 
Security Authorities; you may be assured that should 
they attempt to land in the United Kingdom or in 
Allied territory, they will be apprehended. The 
probability ‘is, however, that they are in hiding on 
Spanish soil. 


With renewed assurance of my high regard and 
personal esteem, 


Believe me, 
Sir, 


Yours very truly, 


(sgd) G. MILES CLIFFORD, 


Colonial Secretary. 
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r Miles, _ += 
Prd 
You may be interested in this copy 

of a letter we have had from Patron. 
THe gentleman in question is not on the 
new priority list and indeed I 
not have expected to see him th 
we have replied to Patron that these are 
matters which only Gibraltar can settle, 
but 1 think you may be interested in it 
as it illustrates some of the 
difficulties we are going to be left 
with with the Spaniards. Very few of 
them present simple cases, they are 
nearly all linked with Gibraltarians in 
some way, It is going to be 
exceedingly difficult for Gibraltar to 
maintain them if they do not want them, 
{ do not think there is any neea@ for you 
to take up this particular case with 
Gibraltar, 


Yours Sincerely, 


fre 
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colonial Office, 
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